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RHOOODENDRON AND . CAMELLIA GROUP. 
BULLETIN NO. 15, JANUARY 1981. 

CALENDAR. FOR NEXT FEW MONTHS. 
FEB·'17 "='' .-~S Show. . N~B.ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,2.30 p.m.TUESDAY. '' 18 '' • · ;,.. do - 1

• . 

MAR 1 Savill Garden, Plant Centre and Restaµrant re-open. 
·.:-' 17 (d )UIS Show. . RHODODENDRON COMP~TI~ION. CAMELLIA CQr.1PETITION 189 ~::-·J do • - . . for plants grown in the op(j!n or under glass. 

20 9 · South East Branch Meeting.~alk by Roy .Lancaster; see later • . 21 r ~ I .n~ernational Camellia ,Society .:.. European· Tour begins. 
31 _-- .• - do . - do Congress begins. 
31 ,; .RHS Show. Flower and Garden Equip!Jlent Show. MAGNOLIA APR . 1 ., ,- do COMPETITION. 
14 , RHS Show. Spring Flower Show. • CAMELLIA SHOW. 
15 • !. - do - do do 
28 RHS Show. RHODODENDRON SHOW. 
29 do do 

MAY • 1 •• NESS (University of Liverpool)' RHODODENDRON NON'rII 1 begins. 
12 GROUP TOUR BEGINS. N.B. Amended date - see later pages. 16 NESS. Meeting day for two lectures. 
17 GROUP TOUR ENDS.· 
19 . RHS CHELSEA SHOW BEGINS (19th is Fellows' Day). .. 24 The High Beeches See 'Gardens Open' .section on later 

and 31 • • pages for invitation to Group members. 
- _.i_ 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM HON.SEC. ELECTIONS TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
In terms of the .Constitution and Rules of the Rhododendron and Camellia Group, the affairs of The Group are in the hands of the 

Officer.a and eight elected members. These are at present: -
Chairman: Mr G.A.Hardy. Vice-Chairman: Hon. H.E.Boscawen. Hon. Secre'tary: Mr J.Waugh Owens. Hon. Treasurer: Mr D.N.Farnes. 
Executive Commi•ttee: 

Mr J1 •. D.Bonq.. . Mr A.D.Schilling .. 
Mr A.F.George. Mr J.T.Gallagher. 

Mr J.Sanders. 
The Lady Anne Palmer. 

Sir Gil~~ .Loder. Miss C.E.Perring. 
·•·~M~k.J.W.Lowes • Editor of the B was co-opted as~ member·,of '' e Executive Camilli ttee at their meeting on 11 July 1978. Maj'or E};W.M.i'Jlagor was co-opted as a member of the Executive 

Committee ·~{ their mee~ing on 28 October 1980.' In addition the 
Regional Branch Organi-sers are ex-officio ' members of the Executive Committee. • • 

ri I.n•'"tio'cbrdance with Rule 4 Sir Giles Loder and Mr A.D.Schilling retire ·<:but~ are eligible for re-election. • • ' In'4t'o~ordance •with Rule· 1 O, candidates •-:for election to the Exe-cu17ive- ·comnii t1iee shall be proposed and s~onded by members of The Grobp :and must •sign their nomination pa~ers ·whiqh must r each 
the Hon. Secretary not later than 30 April 1981 •• • ·' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
THE RHODODENDRON AND CAMELLIA GROUP. NOMINATION PAPER for two candidates for election to the Executive Committee on 16 June 1981. 
NAME SECONDED BY CANDIDATE'S SIGNATURE ,----

MEMBER'S SIGNATURE ................•.............. DATE •..••••••••••• 

MEMBER'S NAME ( IN BLOCK LE'l'TERS) ...........•....•.•••.•••••.••••• • • 

TO: J.Waugh Owens, Hon. Secretary, The Rhododendron and Camellia Group, Jubilee Lodge, Yarpole , L eominster, Herefordshire HR6 OBA. 
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TREASURER'S NOTICE r SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

THE 1980-81 YEAR BOOK has been s ent' to all members whose •·· .. subscriptions are paid up for the current ye~r • . Th~re are about 100 members who .have not yet paid, .although subscriptions were due last·November 1st and Bulletin No. 14 carried a reminder, together with a tear-off payment slip at the foot of .page 1. Members who .have not yet received their Year Book should please attend to Bulletin No. 14, and if they have any query about the state of their subscription should not hesitate to t ake up the invitation in paragI'aph 6 and telephone the Treasurer. ·Many 'l!lOre members have·· requested Bankers Order forms for their subscriptions commencing November 1981 and these wiil be s ent out later this year; once the new rates (if any change is needed) have been determined by Committee. The Treasurer is very grateful fo~ these requests and especially so to those members who have s ent S.A.E. for return of the forms. • 
D.N.-F. 

MATTERS OF IMMEDIATE on CURRENT INTEREST. 
1 INTERNATIONAL RHODODENDRON CONFERENCE EDINBURGH 1 82. Most • members will · have noticed the annou.ncement on page 468, "The , Se_cretary' B' notice ··board") of the December 1980 copy of "The Garden'! In .case. of oversight; and as an aide-m~moire I repeat some of the • .. bare facts here. The conference is to be held at the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, from May 11 to May 13, 1982, -and will have an international programme of speakers; topics covered will 'include the taxonomy, distribution and cultivationlll.B.cultivntion)of rhododendrons with some emphasis on subgenus Vireya . Details of the provisional programme and the application form for Conference reservations will be sent to any interested persons who write to the Rhododendro:m ·conference Organiser, Royal Botanic Garden, InverXeith Row, Edinburgh EH3 5LR, Scotland, by July 1, 1981. The topics mentioned will clearly be of considerable interest and importance to various Group members. 2, GROUP· TOUR, MAY 1981. The tour i s now arranged and a good deal of information from the Tour Secr e tary , ·along with form of' application, is provided at the end of this bulletin. Appl.icants will be· given all necessary.details once they a r e regi s t er~d. Pl~ase note the change in preci se dates of beginning and ending fFom those origina lly envisaged and .given in Bulletin No. 14. Please also note that al though three of .,the gardens mentioned there are rtot in the new list, there are three others in their stead. In Bulletin No. 14 I mentioned the extent of the a r ea containing these gardens, and s.aid the Tour "might: ·be thought worth it for the scenery alone" •. Mr Glass has suggest ed that as there may well b e more interest in• this matter than I realised when I made the brief reference, .some slight amplification 1-1ould· be in order~ As a Northumbrian I haveJ to admit t'hat I have a built-in weakness ,for 

. . ,, 
. ' . .:..; 
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"the f'ells"; as I am not the only Briton to have this bias I will. 
assure poten~ial :tour participants that hills, _moors, . clear streams 
and dist~t _. views ._will be plentiful, and even commonplace.- Coaches 
use_.igood· roads, of cc;,urse, but even so the countryside a:J..one ought 
to give .pl~asure. In Argyll or the Lake District, -hills and . 
extensive views ~re to be taken for granted; but if you have not · 
been . on ··the Yorkshire moors, or explored . the Border country,· you 
may not be sure what is in st?re~ I think the prospect of seeing 
several unfamiliar g~rdens, with ihe added interest of passing 
through much unfamiliar scenery, makes the 1981 Tour more than 
averagely 1 attractive. 
3. RHODODENDRON PROTISTUM, var ~ PROTISTlfl\'1~ The name of this species 
is more familiar to most rhododendron growers than the plant itself. 
There ·are not many recognized specimens in gardens, and at present 
it seems possible that no authentic plant has yet . flowered: in 
Britain. However, that situation may .have changed this year, for 
at Arduaine •in Argyll a plant which has always been thought of as 
the genuine species has just come into flower. A more detailed note 
on the history of the species, and the possibility.of this flowering 
being another distinguished "fir~i; ''. . ror Arduaine ( where the first 
flpwering _of "giganteum" took place, so far as Britain is concerneq.), 
appif~rs (~n: a:.1ater pagE;.·· • • • • • • 
41 POLLEN REQUIRED. Also on a later page there is a note about a 
member> .e:, req-µest for pollen of seven species of Rhododendron. None 
of these ,ispeciee is very common, hence the difficulty. Replies 
should b~ sent direct to the enquirer - the address,is given. 
5. GIBBERELLIC ACID. Another enquiry on a later page concerns t4e 
use of "GA" for hastening the flowering of ~eedlings of rhododendrons. 
Thie is a matter of ponsiderable importance to many, whether 
scientists, professional horticulturists or amat~urs, so apart from 
satisfying the curiosity or need of the member enquiring, I hope 
that anyone able. to offer help or information will let the Bulletin 
Editor know too. 
61 NEWS FROM A DEVON GARDEN - NR. GEOFFREY JUDSON. This note in 
Bulletin No-. 13 referred to Mr Judson's _ imminent move of house and· 
garden, , and contained an invitation to call which was, I know, 
accepted by a number of members. I have now heard from Nr Judson 
that after the end of January he expected to have moved to the new 
address, which I give here. He adds that he has a snall garden plot 
at this address and looks forward to growing at least a few 
rhododendrons. He also looks forward to continuing his interest in 
Grou~'affairs, which goes back quite a long way. 

New address:- • Flat 2, Warberry Lodge, 
11, Cyprus Road, 

: ,. Ex.mouth, Devon EXB 2D Z. • • • 
7, RHODODENDRON HANDBOOK 1280 - "The S12ecies Handbook",. The 
mentioned in Bulletin No. 14 will be found on a later page. 
includes . so~e notes whioh may be useful to those who expect 

review 
It 

to make 
regular ' use of the Handbook. . . 
8, TOUR .IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA, ·1981. · .The Secretary has received news 
of this tour from Mr J.Clyde Smith, who ts Honorary Secretary of • 
the Australian Rhododend:r-on Society. Assuming the tour takes place' 
it will lie the first o:f. its kind. As ·it appears to be both ambitious 
and inte·reeting I reproduce the notice in full. 
' "If sufficient people are interested, a tour of Papua New G-uinQa 
wili b€ 2~vailable from Sydney for twelve days' duration fron August 
31' / ·198.1 l . ·.The purpose of the tour -will be to • see Vireya 
rhododend.ro·ns in their nativa habitat .. Ident;I.fying and naming these 
will be one of the cares of Mr. John Wonersley, who has agreed to 
lead and 'direct the tour. Mr. Wonersley recently retired from the 
position -' of Asst. Director of Botany in the Departr;ient of Forestry, 
after some thirty years.in New Guineq., and is uniquely qualified to 
do this~ In addition he has a personal interest 'in the Society, and 
has b.ad-'J~xperience with previous horticul tura1 tours • 

• ·:The · areas to be visited will run from Port Iforet:iby through Wrrn, 
Buftilo,7Ed~e Creek, and Lne to Goroka, K';ffidiawa,. M~. H~gen, Wabang 
and the ·.neighbouring highlands ·. There will be v1s1 ts to the usual 
tou:t-iet1·attractiontil, • but these will be sec;:ondnry to rondside visits 
to ,\ aee ··fhod.odendrone. However this is not a. tough "Snfari" type· of • 
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tour; there a.r e no strenuous walks to undertake , nor is it a pla.nt hunting1/expedi tion. ·:, The tour will leave Sydney on Monday Aug 31 a.nd will r eturn th~re on Friday Sept 11. As a.n option a further four da.ys may be sperit at' Mt. Hagen to s ec the spectacular ·Eastern Highlands annual Show, re.turning to Port Moresby on Monday Sept 14 and Sydney on Sept 15. · • . . The cost of the tour will .be #1410 ex Sydney and this wi ll cover all meals travel and accomnodation. The tour gay be joined from other ceptrcs, and single accoDL1odntion i s avail~bl e f or five of the eleven nights. These extra costs are, from Adel a ide 1160, fron Melboui;~e $,110, single supplement #65. The additional four days to s ee : th~ )lit. Hagen Show will cost o.pprox. 'If 220 •. Most of. the accommodation will be at Lodges in the main centres. Tentative bookings have been made for the t~ur a~d thi~ w~ll be finalised as soon as sufficient members and their fri ends indicate their i~terest, however the party can not exceed twenty peopl e . Please advise me as soon a.s poss ible if you wish to join the tour. , , J.Clyde Smith, Hon. Sec~, 

.- i . 15 Cassian Street, 
, .. Keiraville , N.s.w. 2500. 9. TASMANIA - 'MINI-CONVENTION 1

, GARDEN TOUR AND illiODODENDRON SHOW. This is .. .o.nother event to turn thoughts to Austr alia.. The venue is Burnie, T13:smania,.,and the dates November 6, 7 o.nd 8, 1981. The programme': of eventf:1, including s peakers and their topics associated with the genus Rhododendron, will be announced in later issues of 1 The .. Rhoaodcndron ,. • Apply NOV/' for details of cost, accommodation, . . etc., ~y, sending a stamped self-addressed envelope to the Convenor: . Dr N. Sullivan, 
1 

. Box 606, BURNIE, Tasmania 7320. Mr Clyde Smith points out that the Burnie event follows the main- rhpdodendron show a t Olinda on Nov 1, 2 and 3, and tha t t he two shows would make a very inter esting week for anyone visiting Australia. 
10. AUSTRALIAN VISIT TO EDINBURGH CONFERENCE, 1982. A third ac tivity proposed; by the Australian Rhododendron Society is a Gr oup visit to this conference, to include a.n Americcn Garden Tour. For further information a.bout this, contact in the first instance: -., · Hr H.C.So.ngster, 

67, Strabane Avenue , 
BOX HILL NOUTH, Vic. 3129 , Austro.lia. The inclusion of o. s t a mped self-addressed envel ope i s r equired. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -BRANCH ACTIVITIES. SOUTH EAST BRA.NCH NEETING, FRIDAY 20 MAR. 

· As noted in the Ca l endar on page 1 , this meeting is arranged for a tall\ by Roy Lancaster. The time is 7 p.m. r;i.nd the place is the·. Village Hall, Chelwood Ga.te, West Sussex , Chelwood Gate is about 6 miles south of East Grinstead, on .the A. 275 roa d (Forest Row to rLewes) .• It. ma.y help some peqP.le to consider the npproach f"rom .Wyqh Cross · on -,the A. 22 , to head southwards. by turning into the A.-.275 at the Roebuck, where there is a big ro'.ld-sign i ndi cri.ting Lewes A.275, Chelwood Gate and Sheffield Po.rk. Chelwood G~te i s just over o. mile from this sign. At the Red Lion public house turn ea.at -into Beaconsfield Roo.d , towards Nutl ey , a.nd the Villa ge H~ll is ·-o.bout , ha.lf a mile down the roo.d, on the l eft hand side , next to Chelwood Gate Church. If 3pproachi ng from the south, or A.272, take the A. 215 .tnorthwa.rds, pa.st Sherfield Park, .and Chelwood Gut e is about 1}¾:, ~ilcs . .north of Danehill. Loc;,k out :for the village nrun~~sign 1on the grass ver ge , and immedi~to+~ take the small road tqlf,o.rdia'lNutley ,- .on the right; a.t this point a BP petrol station can be.tQ~~n, ,ahead ,,on the right, as well a s the Red Lion, mentioned. r,w-The ;tsubj ect of lilr Lc.ncaster' s ta.lk i s his r ecent visit to the Mount Omei area , of!Szechwan, Chino., well known in Rhododendr on a.nd Cq.mell~~ r-lit~r ~ture for the explorations of E.H.Wilson in the first deca de ~qf
1
this · century, and of other explorers. We understand t hat th~ ta1k will 1be accompanied by lots of slides. A dozen of the rnp~odendrons already :f~und in the area are:- R.ca.lophytum,discolor, orQodoxa1 argyrophyllum, ririei, orbicula.re, will iamsia.num, simsii, concinnum., lutescens fi stri gillosum und hemsleynnum. That selection is given merel y tow et the appetite, but there are many others . 
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I f~el sure, knowing Mr Lancaster's wide interests in other families, that there is going to be far more to it than that hand~ul of nrunes, nnd that a talk of outstanding interest and content is in store for hie audience. 
• Although this is a South East Branch function, it is not desired to restri9t attendance exclusively to the local membership. It will be necessary to .charge the sum of £2.50 per hend, which includes a buffet, wine and coffee. Further particulars, with a slip to notify intention to attend, numbers, and to accompany the appropriate remittance, can be obtained from:-

Logan Edgar, Esq., Telephone:- (0424) 425371. 
Wedderlie House, 
St. Helen's Avenue, 
Hastings, East Sussex TN 34 1JT. 

GARDENS OPEN. 
1. THE HIGH BEECHES, HANDCROSS 1 SUSSEX.(The Hon.H.E. and Mrs Boscawen). Th~re will be two private view days, on Sundays May 24th and May 31st, fro~ 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. on both dr>.ys. llU-1 members of the Group, as well as interested friends, will be welcome. There is no charge for admission, but there will be a collecting box to help the West Sussex Association for the Disabled. Mrs Boscawen tells me that there is a very promising bud-set, which augurs well for the display providing the weather is not unreasonable . Muy I remind members that this is the Vice-Chairman' a garden. ,. 2 1 LINGHOLM1 KESWICK. ENGLISH LAKES.(The Viscount Rochda l e). Although this garden has opened to the public for some years now, it has not been giyen a "notice" in the bulletin before. I have been provided with a small, neat, but quite informative folder intended for the visitor and guiding him round the arranged route. It makos very interesting reading, and concludes with a list of some of the larger specimens of Rhododendron species to be seen, nearly fifty; nnd it also makes passing mention of some of the outstanding hybrids grown, as well as some of the more notable trees . 

The house and earden are on the shore of Lake Derwentwater, nnd there are associations with Beatrix Potter; it ·was here tha.t she wrote "Squirrel Nutkin". Opening tines and relevant details are given annually in the 'National Gardens Scheme' Yellow Book. 3, PENN. ALDERLEY EDGE, CHESHIRE. (Mr and Mrs Raymond Baldwin). This is another garden owned by Group nembers which is going to be open to the public in 1981, not previously noted in the bulletin. The garden ie "open" on Sundays 17th and 24th Ma.y, but in o. l etter enclosing his "Camellia Choice", (given further on), Mr Bnldwin sta tee .that he would also be delighted to welcome any Group meubers on the 1.§.:lli May, should they be calling at Ness on that day. He hopes to be at ·Ness himself on that day and as he and Mrs Baldwin are known to ,the Director of Ness, Mr J.K.Hulme, it should be possible to make contact in one way or other by enquiry. 
Penn is about two and a half ccres in extent and, as I have learned .fro~ photographs sent by the owners, it is a most a.ttra.ctive garden with impressive views from favourable vantage-points. A plant-list also sent shows that about 400 rhododendrons, including about- 150 different species, hre fully supported by azaleas , camellias, magnolias and many shrubs and trees of which keen "associntion-plnnters" t alk, write and approve. Ther e can be very little q~estion of wasted space in this garden. 

Ij.HODODENDRONS ON LIMESTONE. by Maj or E. W .M .Nagor, . . . . 
Viai~ing a very fine garden in the Cotswolds recently, where contfere ·are n particular f eature, my opinion wus invited on the chances of rhododendrons succeeding there on a limestone soil; those few that I saw there, mostly of the Trifloruiil series, seened to be thriving. •. 
Though R,hirsutuo, one of the first rhododendrons ever introduced into Britain, grows on a li□estone fornntion in the wild, and n.occiden-bale has been found Growing in a soil of pH 7.6 to 8.6 on serpentine in California, it is alnost an article of faith among us 
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that rhododendrons will not grow on cha lk. 

Lecturing to the Rhododendron Society sixty years aco ·however, George Forrest so.i,d that the highly specialised a nd exuberant flora seen on ' the Chino-Tibetan alps, in which Rhododendron is such a PfO~tnent ~eature, is due in great oeasure to the ~eological form~ti~n. Practically the whole of the area fron 7000 f eet to the altitude -' of ·the .highest known peaks, which run up to about 23,000 feet,· i~ccapped ·with linestone. This linestone has nothing chalky abou.t ··:tt~ but is apparently a strong r.ia.gnesiun line stone, greyish white in colour, very hard ahd durable, such QS is seen in the Dolooites. On the Mekong So.lwin di'V'ide, where he had found a greater nur.1ber of new Hhododendrons than in any other area explored , the strata, though still linestone, are uuch freer in conposition, more readily disintegrated and dee ply stained ruddy brown by the presence of ninerals. The less tall species such as rac eLlosun, rigiduri and trichocladun are found flourishing in soils h eavily charged with lioestone rubble, while species such as crassun, 
,neriiflorun, sanguineun, yunnanense, haeoatodes, saluenense, • ' dichroanthun and their allies have their roots fixed in crevices of •linestone cliffs and boulders or in the limy rubble at their bases. The taller tree species, though having a bed of huous for support, have th~ir rootlets sioilnrly placed, or at least overlying or in contact with the lioestone. 

Qonnenting on this, Professor Sir Isa~c Bayley B~lfour expressed the opi~ion that it wns the nycorrhizal fungus r nther than the rhododendron tha t we.s intolerant of line , and in s upport of this view n entioned th~t Forrest ha d broucht b2.ck spe ciL1ens of rhododendrons growing on linestone where the indunontun on the. under-surface of the l eaf was infiltrated by funeus nyceliun, and suggested that ·the funcus, finding the root tissues unwelconing , was carrying out its nitrogen-fixing functions through the l eaves. Colonel Sir Frederick Stern f ound a eans of crowing rhododendr ons on pure chalk tn his e;arden o.t Hic;hdown, and Mr J:i. .Grove carried out a series of experioents in his g2.rden in Berkshire, using nQny different species which he ev entually grnded n.ccordinG t o their degree of liue-tolero.nce. A full account of these experinents wns published in the 'Gardeners' Chronicle ' in 1927 (pp. 426-8). In □ore rucent years, 1956-9, Dr Henry Tod carried out experinents in Scotland, and has shown that rhododendrons can be Grown in quite strongly alkaline soils, provided the base is na gnesiun and n ot calciun~ All plo.nts need a c ertnin .quantity of calc iun in their tissues, ' and rhododendrons have the ability to extract it even froo soils where it is _pre s ent in v ery snall quantities; but they 1.a ck the abiiity to control the anount absorbed by their roots, and so on co.lcare6uS 'soils take up excessive calciuu at the expens e of the other nutrients such as iron and naenesiun. It is known that calciun and oagnesiun are in nany ways antagonistic to one another, ·and in the presence of a large excess of nagnesiun, little calciun is taken up by tlie plant, and the converse is also true. When dolonite weathers, the calciUD fraction is leache d away first, so that the proportion of ;:,ic.gnesiun in the soil f orned fron the rock tends to rise, and this wil.l tend to de press the upta ke of the r ermining calciun by the plnnt ·growine in such soil. 
The position is well smrr1nrised in the Eighth Edition of Benn' s 'Trees and Shrubs Ha rdy in the British Isles', Volune III N-Rh, P• 546. A few year~ ngo, an advcrtiseraent in 'The Gnrden' for ,flhodoc1endrons that would erow on o.lkaline s oils caused s one a dverse connent, and the advertiser wa s asked t o contribute. an explana tory hote· for ··the Yeo.r Book, but no uore wo.s h eard on the subject. . If how~ver any ueuber of the Group, or .other reader of this Bulletin, has experience of 0r owine rhododendrons on liuestone , and can su&gest species (and/or hybrids) thnt s een to thrive ther e , it would bE: appreciated if he would contribute a no t e on the subj ect. 

E.W.M.M. 
(Editor's note). Shortly o.fter despatching the contribution t o the Bulletin Editor, Major Magor r ece ived a pie ce . of supplenento.ry inforna.tion fron the owner of the Cotswold eard.cn ucntioried, as follows:-" Our 1.ioestone here is Inferior Oolite - a r 2.ther degradine none, but anyway not cha lk." 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Cli.MELLIA CHOICE. Frou Mr Ilnynond Baldwin, of Ponn, Cheshire ( see "Gardens : Open!' section enrlier. ) 
• Not :f9r _us ,·he.re the refiner.1ent of Captain llawes, r ccooncnded fron Pornwa.11 by Mr. NiBel Holnan. We are 500 feet up on a hill (Alderley:Edge) overlooking the Cheshire plain fron the east , an outcrop of·: the Pennines. We nust rely no.inly on the williausii hybrids, ·but of· thf)se St. Ewe is a delight each year. The bush is now a spreading pyranid 9 1 high, c r owing in the open with slight ove:;:-head; prote·ction fron a large cedar. Each spring frou late March to ;the end of Ma y it covers itself with a succession of deep r ose-red 1cup~shape flowers , and like the rest of the fnuily sheds old ·bloons before they becone unsic;htly. 

' J i 4 : ,. , 

(Edi.lor1i( riote to nenbers). I have ca.ueht up with 
"Canellia Choice" and hope t o receive quite a few there any supporters for the fanous old japonicas 

R.W.B. 
contributors to 
uore notes. Are 
?. 

HONEY FUNGUS- ADDENDUM. Foilowine on his note "on this subject in Bulletin No •. 14, Mr · Dan E.I-layers has asked r.1e to adcl the followine correotiont~ . 
11Dr. Aloysius M'bonco has called uy attention ·to the fa.et that Mrs . •Victorin Bray1 s invaluable preparation for the treatoent of Honey Funeus is now sold under the nane of BIU1.Y' S EMULSION. I should.like, for the sake of e ood order, to uake this correction to uy previous note on the subject• !' .. - - · ·- -.- - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - -

POLLEN REQUIRED. I quote fron _. Mr Noroan' s letter of enquiry. hA few s~a.nens taken fron a flower just about to open , and placed in a gl~ss dryine tube (which I would supply, of course), would be all that ,wpuld be ·necessary. • 
The 'Piollen needed is that frou eood forns of the f ollowinc species ~· Award forns if possible:-

. , arboreun ssp. cinnanoueun 
clenentinae 

• •• sherriffii 
• ?.'fBtli thii 
-~ trailli~nun • 

-;~sariense ~'YU1..1-yuu" • 
!_ wil tonii • • • 

11.11 ·if .1 can offer in exchane;e is seed of the resul tine crosses, 
-if' SUCCEf-lf~:f~ • 

11 
• 

Fraser s. Nornan, . . 
. 20, Coniston Close, Erith, Kent DA8 3BD. (Editor'~~ note to neubers). Please r eply direct to Mr Norrnm • ., ,. I ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. 
GIBBERELLIC ACID •. l4r Philip R.Pn.e;e of 60, Bro.nkso:-ie , Barnouth, Gwynedd LL42 - Hill aske: "Can anyone please t ell ::.ie of anyone who has ~s~~, gib~~~~llic acid for hastenine; the flqwerinc of seedlines of r.fu>dodenar~~ speciee ·? In the 1950s· it was used in the USA for ;I.ncreasing flower size in cauellias for exhibition purposes. My jnterestLHaa,been aroused by an article in the·3 Oct 80 'Gardeners' Chronicle\ entitled" For Shy Seeders", reportinCT tbat the Forestry bonnission1·nt·•Pi tlochry, Perthshire · has successfully induced ~lowering of Leyland 'Cypress and Western Iled :Cedar with GA3 vibberellic rAcid ,fbr three successive years. The ue thod does not however ,s.eeo· _to work well with every species. 11 

• (Edi -t;or' B•1Ifote) ~ I know- of two ucntions which have soue relevance. The first , ,which concerns rhodode~drons, is -by the late E.:a.M.Cox of Glendoick, •and is on p.93 of the 1959 Year Book, with photoBraphs FiBi ~· 47 .• ., tThe other, which concerns cauellias, is on pp.53-4 of the 1966 Year. Book, and is by Joseph H.Pyron. The first concerns hastening- plant ·srowth, which could well cause plants to fl ower yount:;er; . the second concerns a cceleratine the flowerinc of cc.>,uellias where buds alreauy forned are treat ed in order to secure earli er opening in a particular s eason. 
(The Bulletin will be very-interested). 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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THE IlHODODENDilON SHOW - a note fron Arduaine 1 by Eduund \fright. 
Con·sidering the distance we have to travel, Scottish gardens 

are well represented at Vincent Sq~are in the Rhododendron Show, 
principally in the classes for species - although hybrids are 
shown by ·sone o-:f our coupetitors. The nunber-of awards collected 
by the -::five or so present exhibitors is a ·'good _indication of the 
qualit~ bf rhododendron gardens north of the border. We could 
I an sure do equally well at the earlier Rhododendron Conpetition, 
but the .round trip of over a thousand oiles that nost of us have 
to nakeriis·, I think, quite sufficient once - in the season. Our 
southern coupetitors are fairly safe on that occasion, although an 
earlier sortie .should not be ruled out entirely. The Conpetition 
could ' certainly do with sone of that• if past reports are anything 
to go by, t 

E.A~T.W. ------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
JAM MAKING - unexpectedly, another contribution frou Arduaine \ 

Hardly a subject for the Bulletin, you -u.ay think; - ancl so I 
would have thought, until recently. In the course of a discussion 
with two Runanian visitors, we were surprised to hear the lady 
ref'er to. rhododendron jan, and our surprise oust have ·shown, since 
she elaborated by saying "like you spread on bread and butter". 
It seene.i that this ·jao is nade fron the petals of a dwarf rhod. 
that grows at about 2,000 netres. They were unable to naue · the 
species used; but have- prouised to find out and let ne know. Not 
that we intend setting up a jau factory, because in our opinion 
naking jan fron flowers is about as potty as uaking wine _frora 
leaves when t~ere is plenty of fruit available. However if this 
useless inforna tion co;1es to hand I will pass it on, as I a1.1 sure 
soue lady readers will already be reaching for their preserving 
pans. Mind you, it seeus that only suall auounts are uade and it 
is considered a great delicacy. 

Ednund Wright, Arcluaine. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
RHODODENDHON I SUMMER FLAME' . by Dan E • Mayers. 

The response to oy article on Suuner -Flane iri the 1979/80 
Year Book has been nost gratifying. It is, accordingly with 
great plea~ure that .I can advise ;~eubers desirous of obtaining 
a plti.nt ' tho.t Nr. Jolin Slocock has kindly unde rtaken its 
propagation, and plants will be available through the specialist 
nurserynen Hycbn, Millais and lleuthe . in 1982. • 

I hope .that otlier worthwhile plants in private gardens -
pla:nts_ ii.qt p:rese~tly in ·.collilerqe - uay __ likew~se ~e publicized and 
be· placed upon the uarket f or the benefit of ueubers . 

. ~ ~ D.E.M. 
- .:,. .·.,. J.. ! I;.. ... - - - - - - - - - - - - .,. - - - - - - - - -

~ 

LETTER TO -THE EDITOR. (Reply regarding Rhododendron 'Lava Flow'), 
Dear Mr Lowes, . 

' : r· • I read with· sone interest the letter by Mr .L .Edgar 
on ·.n. 'Lava Flow'· . I have a plant of this Rhododendron in full 
sun and it has always given a renarkable display~ I purchased 
this plant fron the Sunningclale Nurseries about 1963 and it is now 
2 ft. high and over 4 ft .. across. I have a copy of the old 
Sunningdale publication '.'Rhododendrons at Sunningda.le" by J a;:ies 
Russell• The inforuation ·given on 'Lava Flow• is "B.aised here by 
crossing K.W.13225 with griersonianun. (The plant is referred to 
as R,repens in the .H.H.S. Handbook, but see1~1s to be nearer to 
R,didygnn, · exaept that it has brilliant scarlet flowers instead of 
red)." ·: •Low and conpact in habit,-with pointed, dark green leaves, 
up to ten flowers in a truss, widely opened,· vivid scarlet spotted 
cril1.son ~" The Sunningdale. propagator was Mr Harry White. 

Yours sinc~rely, 
(Signed) E.Strenter. 
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RHODOD~NDRON PROTISTUM, var. PROTISTUM. by K.J.W.Lowes. 

•, Tr~ flowering of Arduaine's R.protistun var. protistu.:.i. is 
l,ike;Ly' to be of considerable inte·rest to other growers of the plant, 
o.s weliL •. as to the oo.ny o.duirers of those tender giants the Gr8.ndia 
subsection; ·wi_th their doninating effect in our gardens and. their 
robantic .plant•hunting associations. Before giving sone background 
inforuo.tion on the species in the wild end its several collections 
by Fcnf~est and l{_ingdon Ward, I aust point out that certain 

: af:JsUllptions have had to be nade about the plant in question. Until 
~he inflorescence has been adequately exp.uined it can not be taken 
for· ~anted that what we are talking abo,.i't really 1§ a genuine nnd 
pu_re. ~,·protistrn var. protistun. Such an exanination ::my "prove" 
that -~t ·is, or it . nay put the appellation in doubt. •• It is already 
clea,r( ~that, inters pecific hybridisation within the Grandin 
sub.section can take place extrenely easily in favourable 
circunst;mces. _So the nnue I protistun I is here to be usec'!. for 
conveniehco; no particular clain should be read into what is said. 

First·, · as to introduction. Frou such infornation as I hnve to 
. hand -I , havo traced eleven nuubers of Forrest's introduction, and 

one, plus a possible, of Kingdon Waru's. There oay have been uore, 
and w.e uust presune the possibility thnt introductions hnve been 
nade to other countries. The teru 'introduction' is used because 
it is ,th.e tern tradi tionnlly used in the Sp'ecies Handbooks; but the 
difficulty of knowing what survives in cultivation is referred t o 
on page 258 of the 1980 edition. These thirteen nunbe;r;:s were 
collected between the years 1918 and 1928. The provenance of the 
Arcluaine plant is not at present clear, although it nay well have 
been precisely docunented when it wo.s planted out. This seens to 
have b!:)en in 1930 or thereabouts. It is not known to have flowered 
befor.~- this· year. In his article "Arduaine Revived" in the 1979-80 
Year Book, Hr Ednund Wright wrote as follows: - "Perha.ps the r10st 
interesting (---) is a plant said to be E .. protistu.o; this has not 
flower.eel, · clue, we think, to the tlense canopy above it. Once again 
the light has been let in, and we hope to see the first buds in the 
not too distant future." So results have soon followed that 
percepti vc forecast. Two fiower buds for:1ed after growth-ti□e last 
yeo.r, i.Jand colour began to show as they swellec1.. in early February, 
the visiplc pink lending at first to expectations of corollas of 
creaoy-whi te, flushed rose. . This is _the description which has been 
given, in :reference books since before the second world war. However, 
it shoul~ be ·borne in uind that although there h~ve apparently been 
nany 1co1lections, there r.my not have been Dany sightings of flowers 
in the wild, seed-collecting tiue being _so □uch l3tcr than 
flower.ing tii'.le; it therefore seens dangerous to asswJ.e that only 
one ·co];our ii;i possible. In Peter Cox's "Larger Species" the range 
of colours given for "R.protistun (giganteuu)", which I take to 
enbrace both, is couprehensive between crenuy-white and purple. 

• The ·reason for this apparent diversion is that after two or three 
days •the --flower-:-colour revealed itself as in the pink range and. it 
seened :nost unlikely that it .would turn to creany-white. As this 
note -has to ibe conpleted before the t~usses reach their peak, the 
end of : the story of the proper colour has to be left for another 
occasion. What is uost -unfortunate is that Mr Eduund Wright is at 
presep.t -- in the uid<l.le of a long period G",way frou Arduaine, so he 
will ·not,.witness "t;his flowering; he will have to c cmtent hiuself 

. · with listening to the accounts and descriptions of his brother 
Harryf and others, and to looking at s~oh colour photographs as nre 
taken;~if this flowering heralds a continuous sequence - and a 
fifty-year-old plant nay by now feel sufficiently conscious-stricken 
as, to -really get on with it-· then the future is going to be full of 
interest for the owners anc their visitors. The next few weeks nust 
becone quite exciting for Arcluo.ine while authentication is be ing 
souglit, :for there is the tnntalising prospect of having another 
first-flowering, to repeat Arc1ua.ine 1 s 1936 success with the "old" 
R,gigo.nteun, now R,protistllil var. giga.nteun. An intriguing play 
upon words also arises. The word 'protistuu' is a reduplicated 
supe;rlo.tive neaning 1 first auong firsts' - that is, virtually, 

• t firstest 1 '• ' How apt for Arc1uaine i ( Was it General Po.tton who 
.J.iked• :..to ·"get there firs test . with the uostest" ? ) 
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.!. . • • • W~;t_ are.'.believed to be·. protisturie{ in . o.ther gnrdens in Bri tnin 
are likely. to be- exnnined ever· nor-e hopefully fron now on, at. any 

, ·.j rate wh~re. the plahts 8.re no.tu:e ~ Such a garden is Brodi ck, fo.:oous 
• ;fpr it,s "gigenteuns" anc'. "uagnificuns" nnd so:oe possible hybrids. 

I believe that sone years ago specinens of H.protistuo planted at 
,';,Tow~r Scmrt ancl Glendoick failed t~ survive. On the other hand, 

.foliager ;fron .Mount Stewart was· exhibited by the Dowager Marchioness 
of Londonderry at the April 1953 Rhododendron Show. There is, or 
p.t, leo.et there was fort1erly, o. plant in the u.s.A. frcm Forrest 
24775,· !ran which I understand_grnfted plants reached this country; 
they or .their prog~ny still exist in at any rate two gardens, but 
the!3e, .I understand, are not of a size to give· hopes of flowering 
.for sqhe ,tine. There nay well be 'Other protistw:is in the U .S .A. nnd 
other countries·, such as. the ones Dentioned by the late Edgar Stead 
of New Zealand in his article in the 1947 Year Book (pp.44-S); and 
the ~pecioen(s) planted sane years ago at Pukeiti (Robert Hair, 
1·970 Y~~!'.- Book, p.53), and Olinda, Austral.ia (A.W.Hea.dlan, 1973 
Yenr B9ok, p.49). 

It is unfortunate that the weather at Arduaine and its effect 
on flowering tines h~ve not synchronized too well with the needs of 

' the Bulletin, for the provision of a cooplete a.nd detailed 
description of the two trusses nust now awcdt another nouent, and 
possibly another place. 

K.J.W.L. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
BOOKS. 

JOURNAL 0}' GAIi.DEN HISTORY - li.N INTEHlJATIONAL QUAHTERLY. 
The first nunber has now appe[1,re<l. In Bulletin No. 13 I 

pronised to give further infornation, but this wns eventually 
deferred when at a late point in preparing the stencils for No.14 
a snall flurry of nore urgent "news" itons arrived , and the 
weight of bulletin and enclosures threatened to require a nore 
expensive star.ip. I now quote fron a leaflet which states the 
intention of tha publishers and editor. 

"G:n.rden history in recent years has begun to assur.ie 
considerable inportance o.s o. discipline in its own right - through 
the work of various distinguished scholars, the enthusiasu and 
energies of such research centres as Dur..1barton Oalcs, the c.ctivities 

. of the'Ga.rdon History Society, nnd tho exhibition in 1979 at the 
. Victoria and Albert Musew:.i. The scope and rnnge of its subj ect 

have not, however, fully revealed thenselves. A new 'Journal of 
Garden.History' will provide an essential foruu for this 
fast-c1~voloping subject to expand anc1 experinent, anc1 for the 
extent ·und nature of its contribution to be assessed. It will be 
the only journal dedicated to the inter-disciplinnry and 
international field of garden history. 

Garden history has so fo.r nttro.ctetl. scholars fro,1 a variety of 
disciplines. The I Journal of Garc1.en History' will 1.H1intnin and 
strengthen these approaches. It will certainly euphasize the 
architectural history of gard8n design, with an especial place 

:being . reserved for the publication of new uaterinl on specific 
gnrdens anywhere in the ~orld; but it will also want t o explore 
the re1evance to garden history of .other topics - iconogro.ph,y, 
aesthat~cs, botany nncl horticulture, technology, social and · 
econod\ p.~ liistory, .9onservation nnc1 restoration of historic gardens, 
geography, history of idene,nnd the r elation of gardens to the 

n ;ihisto;-~~ of la.;n.dscap~ taste. An inportant need is to see gnrclen 
, . , history in an, in ternn tional con text. 
t ·i,•: : .'.A '..eubetantinl book review s ection will also nttoncl to recent 

• publi9a:~ions in all th~se fields. " 
•• The~leaflet in question oubodies other infor:ontion and an 

'order foro; b.ncl can be obtninecl f:r:0:.:.1: -
·,,, • • To.ylor & Francis L:td., 
d, 4, John Street, London, WCJN 2ET • 

. Itl ·is clenr fron an exanina.tion of the first issue that the 
claios·• to' scholarly and international approach are fully justified. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~-i•~·~·- - - - -
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THE 1980 SPECIES IU~DBOOK. An appraisal by the Bulletin Editor. 

The· laat edition of the Rhododendron Handbook (Species) is dated 
1967; and its· predecessors 1947, 1952, 1956 and 1963, I.h 1967, the 
stated intention was "to revise and· publish this Handbook about 

:·• - every ·11ye years". Various factors have combined to foil this plan, 
: most of. them too. obvious or well-known by now to merit repetitbn. 

Many people will have bought this new edition already, and, 
according to .their knowledge, experience ahd degree of familiarity 
.with the older Handbooks, they will have reactod personally and 
-formed their own opinions. There r emain those who have not yet 
acquired a copy, and the notes and views which follow are of course 
ai}Iled _chiefly at them; however it is hoped that some of those who 

•:· already .have the book will also be helped in some small way. 
, • :The appearance of the new book differs . from that of its 
predece~sors for two reasons. It is almost twice as thick as the 
19?7 _edl tion, with 362 pages compared with 278 in 1967 and 1·87 in 

, 1 i 1956; ' , and, as is happening more and more these days, the familiar 
hard cover has given way to a soft one; it is obvious that ·this 
eaves -the purchaser a rr.atter of pounds rather than pence . For a 
highly detailed and complex book like this it is very praiseworthy 
that. the post-paid price has been kept below £7 .oo. The extra bullc 
is soo~ explained when the pages are turned; in particular., a 
comparative table concerned with classifica tion occupies most of 
the extra pages, and the growing number of Malesian species has 
swollen the number of .entries in the main index and, of course, 
areas of cross-reference. Furthermore, in some existing series, 

.section1:1 o.r subsections, new species are included which have been 
descrip~d· since 1967. On the other hand much tidying-up work has 
been .done to save some of the space thus required. The new edition 
has a 9ilightly smaller format than the 1967, so it still goes in my 
anorak pocket; yet it weighs only five ounces .more, so it should 
accompfµly the owner in the ga rden just as the earlier ones did, 

The new comparative table mentioned, which is supplied r~ther 
for the. gardeners than for the botanists, t alces 'up 65 pa13es. For 
tJ:ie present, and pending the universal adoption of the Edinburgh 
revision, this serves a very useful purpose. In case a user should 
experie,nce ini tin.l_ difficulty in locn ting nnmes in this new table, 

• it rilny 'be he1pful to observe that all the lepiclote species a re 
gathered ,together in subgenus llhododendron (pp.3-28), and tha t all 
the elepidote species except the Azaleas (two subgenera) and the 
Azaleastrum subseries are in subgenus Hymenanthes (pp.28-65). The 
subsections · in the Hymenanthes section are listed in alphabe tical 
'order, unlike those in subgenus Rhododendron, 1-rhich are arranged in 
a botanicai scquen~e. Whether it will again be needed in the next 
cd{tion .remains an open question. A full explanation of the need 
for su9h a table. is given on pac es 1 and 2. Briefly, the Edinburgh 
revision of Cullen am'l Chamberlain has sunl~ into synonymy n 
considQrablo number of plant-nanes iwportant to the ga rdener, ancl 
a -neiw 'Group Terminology is employed in the H.H.S. Horticultural 
Revision .to facilitate correlation of these o..nd to ensure that they 
can bo ' traced within the c~::ivers of .this book. To give a.n exo.mple 
which .might occur in som~ well-ln.bellecl "Open" ga rden·, if you walk 
up to a ' faoiliar old plant which you know as n.ro.dicnns, ancl find 
that it ;is newly lo.belled ll.co.lostrotum ssp. keleticum, referonce 
to pag~ .. 21 will reassure you .that the new label was · not put there 
by some under-informed blackbird; the correlation will be ~ade 
clear in colurm three. 

T~q two fundadental reasons for regular re-editing of the 
., Handbo9t ~re of course ~hat it should be regularly brought up to 
• dq:j;e ·w:.tth new inforontion, and· tho..t corrections can be nnde where 
errors"'nave been found in enrlier editions. This has been clone,and 

" -it . mal ;,be'. helpful tc( draw a ttent.iori to some exanples of both types 1
of revision. Little corment is needed where there are adclitions 

,.such '.as ',e(pecies newly described s:i,.nce 1967, or new collections. The 
colleq~brs' 'nunbers section now occupies 105 pages, r anging from 
Wilsori of 1899 to several expeditions in the 1970s, right up to 
Schilling of 1978, This represents an increase of over twenty pages 
and sooe hundreds of new nuobers. The Rock numbers beginning on 
page 328 have now been sortec.l frou the U.S.D.il.P.I. nuubers. On page 
328 itself there is a note about this, which is ililportant for people 
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concerned with Rock's collections. There ~re four sepnra.te alphal:>e-tical naoe-lists, ancl these have all been brought up to elate. They ·are (1) the no.in list "Descriptions of Species in Cultivation", (2)"Species no't in Cultiva.tion" (3) "Synonyos" (now 18 pages and 
consequently ver~ coo.preherisive~, and (4) "Species ?f Uncor!o.~n . 

11 lielatiohship, Ouitted frou the Cullen ancl Chnnberlain Class1f1cat1~n. The gardener's ·use of the nain list will not need t o change, but with the· widening of our knowleclge of the eenus over the last hundred years his dependence on the other three lists increases yearly. The Rhododendron Series table re1aains, but the detailed keys ha.ve eone , ancl ara1·,replaced by notes on the naih charo.ct.eristics of the series as, a gi:oup, with further notes under each subseries. 
An iuportant new feature foJJ.~:s :the Virga.tUJ:1 Series, No. 43. This is• a; list of ,just under th¥!:ttt en'tries under the heading "Section 

Vireyn'!. These are separated into ubsections and in sone cases into Serie~,( Other_ featµres of the 1967 edition which have been retained inc.lude,•,the flower shapes and leaf shapes; they ha.vo, however, been 
r evis-eH.• Thon ·the Glossary has been 1:1uch enlarged , fron ·23 entries in 1967 ,tp 89 now. I think .it is useful to have these explana tions 
wi thin.,.,the· covers of the book , for when the user i s "in the field" his-Luc,i,e S.::iith and his Stearn's "Botanical Latin" will be r.i.t hone 
on the, bopkshelves; . The list now includes sone less co!.llJon t erns such as '1 dctersile', 're trorse ' and 'scnbrid', which are not so universally unterstoocl. I would go so f ar a s to r ocor.ruencl 
consideration of a further noclest expans ion next tine, so as to includ~ ,"those terns which night in practice be encountered in the "Descriptions of Species in Cultivation" 1.:inin list, or in 
descri~tions of new species (for exar.iple in the Yenr Books). To the ob~ious objection that n line hns to be drm,m sonewhere, I readily 

. o.g1;.ee •. Who. t I have in nind are words which are in fact us eel in the ·Descriptions _(I noted dinorphic, ericoid, ferruginous, inbricate, rhoqbi;c, ova..te-rhoubic and rhoubic-obovate ) 1 an,J. soi:1e of those which hl;\ve he,en in use in botn.nical uescriptions tfor exanple, cuneate, laoina o.ncl setose). 
Le~ us nove on now t o the Descriptions of Species thenselves, which fo.r nany users is perhaps the seci;,ion of the book referred to 1~ost ofte~. These are 'sinilnr to those used in previous editions , but t~ore. a.re oany "up-._1atings", often using nore r ecent experience . Exar.1pies are gyqnocarpun, iuborbo , neddianun I Machrie' and 

nakotiltuo; but there nre unny nore. There is a chanBe of criterion in the ricntioning of R.H.S. awar Js , which are now given only for ferns ·of a species nnc.l not, ns forr.ierly, for hybrids wher e t he :Bpecie,s' is a ·· parent. This i s a point w.:mtionecl, alone with others, in the.,,'!Introc.uction to the Species Descriptions" on pp. 106-7, and 
it is advisable to read this carefully nlon6 with all other explanatory natter before bringint the Handbook into everyday use. 

There arc r.mny thousands of entries in this book, nnd un.ny 
thousa~ds of words in botanical Latin are consequently used. It follol'i'B- ,that a f ew problens a.rise, as in o.ny book of this kind. Sorae are concerned with changes in whnt is he:l,d to be correct; sane with inprov.enents in unifornity where there have been inconsistencies; 
s,oue a:r,e f:!~Dply corrections of foruer errors; and th~r e re:.:10.in a f ew errors,.,.chiefly of a typographical nature; ( there are even, the Edi to:i;- .te_lls • ·u~ ~ : such things o.s errors which crop up after the proof~readirig). It is .with a view to helping those who will use the Handbook for checking naoos and spellines, o.s in writing articles or reports, or on.king up l abels and r ecords , that such changes o.nc1 errors as have co;1e to oy notice are given below. 

,First there are c.lelibcrate alturntions. These are chiefly 
changes in accepted opinion, r cuoval of inconsistency, or correction of err.ors observed .since the 1967 Handbook cane into use . Sone of these c,an be fornecl into groups , as for exaupl e specific nnues 
teminating in -o.nuu; where the steo to which -anun is added ends in -er (w~ich is nearly always with proper nouns like Fletcher or 
Genestier) there should be no 'i' as there is with davic.lsonianuu or willio.rasio.nuu. ·so we now ho.ve consistency and correctness with 

.. fletchero.nun, r;encstiere.nut11 thayera.nur.1, webstorn.nUlll then dotzneranun ancl engleranuu tp. 233 not in cultivntionJ; add to these .· aurigel:'anu::.i, which is not frou a proper noun . 
• r 



13 The next group eubrnces situntions where an 'ne' spelline is not now acceptable il; the spelline of bot~nicnl nanes, and is usua.lly replaced by c.n 'i'. Cases I hnve noticed nre (in the new spelling) cho.netinun tan 'e' this tine, not nn 'i'), blo.ndfordiiflorw:i, canelliiflorw:i, 7inuliflo_r_]8. Two different kinds of change nre in no.kaharae (now•u~ and uvuriifoli.J:!Q (two 'i's); note also that ha lf of uvariifoJ.J..1m hns been nccidontally oD.itted frou benec.th the oblanceolo.te leaf on page 104. Nanes like annae, cler1entinne,aJ:1esiae, seursiae and wilsoniue however, are correct becnuse they are fe!Jinine ~greenents. Noto also thnt in brookeonuo, cookennun, cuffeo.nun and se:'eral others, the 'e'- is correct because it is pa.rt of the sten, which is n nar:ie and proper noun; the 1 e 1 should not therefore be pronounced. 
We now have not so uuch a ~roup as n uiscellnny, chiefly of single instances of correcting old errors, sone of then coing bnck unny yenrs. The hyphen fornerly used in chaunet4.0J!..e..Q..ll.i.J. was not necessary ( cf. cho.r.mecistus, chauaecyparis, chmmeclnphne); on po.go 254 we have, correctly, rubriflorWJ., l:ill2.r_9lute.11f1, rubr.9punc.19:,j;rn; but they a.re unfortunately followed by an obtrusive rubro hyphen pu...'1.cta.tun, where I should hnve liked the inconsistency to have been reuove l1 . Next, albertsenianun is nnned o..fter f:I.O.Alb erts~n, not - sQn (p.110); . anhwciense is now correct ( not 'wh 1 - place-nnue 1,nhwei) ; circina. tUL1 should only have one 1 n 1 b.lthou~h two 'n's hc.vc been incorrectly used for so long (Lo.tin verb circinnre, nnd the 'a.' is both lone a.nd stressed) 
It rouains ·to note what is r c::,.lly a reln.tively suo.11 nu: iber of ~rro:s observec1 in workinc throwsh the voluue ( a. "consuner" copy us it will be purclmsed by ueubers of the public). I nust stress that in ny view _and after half a. lifetine devoted to work on lnnguac;e and accuracy, to have kept the sco.le of error down to this low l evel is a very substo.ntinl a.chieveuent. If you think the list which follows is !!.Q! "relatively s :-1all", this view should be borne in nincl; to put it another way, how 1.mny "bota.niccl words" a.re printeu. in the entire book? • The answer has a.lreacly been uentionecl - ;_mny, :.mny thouso.nc.ls . They are CTiven a.t ro.n<lou as there a.re scnrcelyf-my links of r elevance. Contents pace; del ete one of the words ' and'. P.79; cerochitun is shown as not in cultivation, but has for nany years been offered in the R.H.B.Wis-ley Seed Li-sts - surely there is a. plnnt producine seed, or even the resultincr seedlings exist sonewhere? P.13; for uahoeoni spell □ahognni. P.67; woncii is unrgina.lly out of alphabetical order . P.73; second-bottoo line , 'lepidot e.' should read ' el epidot e '. P.77; after r.iicrooeres insert a 1·Q1 • P. 85; chrysa.nthur.i is uis- s pell ed chrysanthenun (as it is, very widely, in vnrious earlier publications). P.115; note that o.ri"elrn vnr.rubicosun is correct, whereas rubricoau.u with nn intrusive 1r 1 is often found, incorrectly. P.173, under □ne;nificun; for Corsewell, spell Corsew£ll , P.181, under ni tidulun; a. 'p1• is ino.u.vertently oni ttecl fron s .Lapponicuo. P.216 (two entries) - chryso.nthun ns above. P.232; cerochituo ns above . P.235; o.cld nn entry for nicroneres - s.Glc.ucophyllun and s.s . Genestiera.nuu ( ). P.235; add a n entry for opensha.wianun -s.Fortunei nnd s.s. Cnlophytw:i ( ); it is Given on p.76. P.237; sanguineun esp. ntrorubens should be ntroru?un, P~250; for mirsheadianun spell uorsheaclia.nun. P . 254; seonun is !Ja.r G1nf;.lly out of a.lphabetica.l order. P.256, under to.naka.e; note correct spelline of the Genus Tsu_§.iophyllur.1. P. 294; under nu1.1bers 26450 a.nd 26460, correct spelline of Azal~a. P. 31 O; nu;:.1ber 7612 should spell oartinianun. P.315; nUDber 14314 should spell ca.opa.nula.tw:i . On P.9, colunns 2 and 3 only·, the line under R.lyi sh ould be dotted, not broken l ino beco.use the Ciliicalyx hgGl'eGate ends there in C. and C. Sinilnrly o:i P.11, colur.ms 2 and 3, the line under R.rir;idur.1 should be dotted ns the Yunnunense Aeerecate ends ther e . Now on the matter of the use of the b ook, a note chiefly . intended ~or those not yet :familiar with the previous editions of the Species ·Hanctbook. Using a highly detailed r efer ence book,such as this one, becomes more rewarding when a few routines and. devices have been learned, and the following-observations may help a few members. The backbone of the book could be saic.l to be the section "Descriptions of Species in Cultivation", pp.108-230. Since it is a list of ' the approved names being used in 1980 it follows that older names which h~ve been replaced will not be found there ; but the 

• . , l_ • .1 • 



14 older names will still be found in gar dens, on labels, a nd in the literature. So for this and other r easons there is another list of Synonyms, pp.239-257, and this will be r eferred to frequently by many users. Another list, that of "Species n ot in Cultivation" may be needed less often (pp.231-238); but the names can crop up i~ field notes, collectors' reminiscences, old garden r ec or ds and so on, The new three-column section on pp.3-65, already r eferred to,is going to be very important now, in various circumstances. Cross-reference be tween these s ections will be c onstantly r equired before the n ext edition appears, so attention is called to s ome difficulties which can be encountered . Many of them will cause surprise or perplexity, some will cause disappointment, as when old friends appear to have waved a last goodbye t e . g . I find it sad that bullatum is n ow in Synonyms and not the main list). For occasions when a specific name is not where you expect it to be , my first suggestion is - become v ery persistent; try everything, look in all these lists, because if you have the name right it is pretty sure to be somewhe re in the book. Here are a few cases to use for experiment. 
First, try finding bodinieri. It is "not there" now; but it was, i~ 1967. Glance down the list on pp.66-67 and you find it, al ong with some other names which may l ook vaguely familiar - perh8.ps one of these:- detonsum, fulvastrum, imberbe, magorianum, por egrinum, setosum or spilotum. These two pages, headed "-----Omitted f r om the Cullen and Chamberlain Classification", give the reason, antJ. also solve a few mysteries . Next point, the old Rhododendr on Series list found in the previous Handbooks is still with us, pp.68-92, plus Section Vireya pp.92-99. So if you know, or can guess, the Series, you may find your query there; it will probably be in one of the other lists of course. 
Some· random notes , all bulked t ogether, of the kind of thing which could be difficult or confusing t o n ewcomers to tho book , now foll ow. One category of confusion arises from t h e all-too-common occurrence of the same name having been given by diff8r ent botani sts to different plants; another arises from very similar nmnes being used , sometimes sounding the same ( e .g., whon you say mollyanum you are also saying mollianum; so tho l a t er mollyamm was che.nged and is now montroseanum), So caution is ne eded in using aureum, discolor, edgarianum ja~onicum, jasminiflorUI!l ( cf. p.161 with p, 248), .javanicum ( p.11 _and p. 248), nudiflora, punctatuia, re pens, sinense, tubiflorura and verticillatum, n.s well as many oth er s l ess likely t o be .encou.ntered, Constant r eference to the Synonyms list is es sential where the user is exploring new ground . Ar1ong t he ' s ieilar' pnirs, where the onus lies heavily on the user t o be precise , meticulous in fact, I nention olong with raollianUL.1, williaosii and williansia.nun, taiense, taliense and tamaense, radians and radicans, ca lophyll~ and calophytrn, wasonii and wa.tsonii, spilotuo and spilant,l.rur:1, and others. • Of course this situation ha s nothing t o c~o with the prepo.ration of the present volune; it is a natter of how t o use what is ~there accurately ond advantageously. 
In .his foreword, the Director of the R.H.S.Wisley Gur c~en, Mr . C.D.Brickell, .has stated tho Society's indebtedness to the various individuals responsible in great or snnll measure f or _the n ew Handbook. Let ne quote hin in ,one particular: "Tho o.ppear an ce of the new 'Handbook' so re.picUy after the public_atiqn of the Edinburgh classification is due l argely to thq neticulous and thor ough work of Dr Alan Leslie ~t Wisley. He deserves the w~rnest th~nks of o.11 rhododendron enthusio.sts for the extreoe co.r e with which he has edi tec1.. the original c1ro..ft text prepa.rer1 by the sub-conni ttee ::mc1 h e .ha.a blend.eel it so a.dnirnbly with the Et1inburgh clnssifico.tion o..ncl the proposed R.H.S. Group systen". Quite sinply, I w::tr r.ily endorse that view. I hnv~ ~lrendy dra wn attention to the r el atively l ow price. Now a word of pro.ise f or the printers, Spottiswoode Ballantyne Ltd., who ~eserve unstinted pro.ise for o.. good-looking book with o. ninioUJ:1 of so-callec.1 "printers' errors". We welcoue a.nd will oo.ke good use of this long-awa.ited n ew edition, and nus t be very gra.teful tho.t it is so good. 
"What is to becooe of specific Botany I c:mnot think". ( Sir Joseph Hooker, 1817-1911). "---we still have o. very l ong way t o go before our knowledge of the genus, one of the l arges t in the whole pla.nt kingdoo , cnn be rega.rl~ed os c onprehensive or by a.ny neans conplete". (Dr J .MacQueen Cownn, about 27th April 191',9). They would be very interested. K.J.W.L. 



Spring Tour 1981. Tuesday 12 Hay to Sunday 17 May. 
North East England and South East Scotland, 

0

Below is· an outline of the programme for the Rhododendron and Camellia 
Group Spring Tour 1981, which, like the tours in previous years, has 
been painstakingly organised by Major Walter Magar. All enquiries 
should now. be sent to Nigel Glass, Tour Secretary, Evensong, 8 Nuns 
Walk, Virginia Water, Surrey GU25 4RT. (Telephone 099 04 2333). 
We assemble at 12.30 p.m. on Tuesday 12 May for lunch at the Harrogate 
Arms Hotel which adjoins the Northern iiorticultural Society's garden 
at Harlow Car, Ha~rogate. Cars may be left for the duration of the 
tour at 'the Harlow Car Gardens coach park. In the afternoon we tour 
the Harlow Car Gardens and at 5 p.m. our coach will take us to the 
Viking Hotel, York. The programme is then 

Wednesday 13 May 

Thursday 14 May 

Friday 15 May 

Saturday 16 May 

Sunday 17 May 

am 
pm 
Stay at 
am 
pm 
Stay at 
am 
pm 
Return 
am 
pm 
Stay at 

Castle Howard 
Stanely Woods, Fadmoor 
the Scotch Corner Hotel 
St Nicholas, near Hichmond 
Beaufront Castle 
the White Swan Hotel, Alnwick 
Howick Hall 
Eglingham Hall 
to the White Swan Hotel, Alnwick 
Manderston House, Duns 
Whitchester House, Duns 
the Peebles Hotel Hydro 
Dawyck am 

pm 
to arrive by 4 p.m. The 
if required. 

Leave by coach for Harlow Car 
coach will take members to York 

P.T.O. 
N .B. PLEASE TUii:N TO OTHEll SIDE FOR Pli..RTICULAHS OF COSTS. 

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN THE TOUlt, PLEASE COMPLETE AND FOHWJ\.Iill THIS SLIP. 



· cOSTS. The cost of the complete tour is £140 single, £255 <louble. This includes five nights' hotel accommodation, all meals, entrance fees, plants to be presented to garden owners, and travel by coach from anct back to our starting point at Harlow Car. It is hoped that all members who can will use the coach, but those who cannot may deduet £15 a head from the cost • 
. , ' 
The pa~ty,will be limited to 40 and priority.will be given to those wanting0 the complete tour. If you wish to join the party will you 
please qomplete the attached form (below, both sides), and send it to Nigel ,Glase, Tour Secretary, Evensong, 8 Nuns Walk, Virginia Wa ter, Surrey GU25 4RT (Telephone 099 04 2333), with a cheque for £10 a head as a deposit, the balance to be paid without reminder by April 1st. Cheques should be made payable to the Rhododendron and Camellia Group. 
A more detailed itinerary will be sent to those joining the tour. 


