RHODODENDRON AND. CAMELLIA GROUP,
BULLETIN NO, 15, JANUARY 1981,

CALENDAR FOR NEXT FEW MONTHS,

FEB‘ﬁg J”BHS Show,  N.B.ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,2,30 p,m,TUESDAY.
-‘1'1 ug do e L ‘ .
MAR 1 9avill Garden, Plant Centre and Restaurant re-open,
”17‘?4RHS Show.  RHODODENDRON COMPETITION. CAMELLIA COMPETITION
189ﬂﬂ7* do - for plants grown in the open or under glass,
20 °“South East Branch Meeting.Talk by Roy Lancaster; see later.
.21 ., International Camellia Society - BEuropean Tour begins.

31 . - do =, - do - - Congress begins,

31 . RHS Show. Flower and Garden Equipment Show. MAGNOLIA
APR 1, - do = COMPETITION .

14, RHS Show. Spring Flower Show, ' . CAMELLIA SHOW.

15" = do - - do =~ - do =

28  RHS Show, RHODODENDRON SHOW,

- do = - do =

MAY 1" NESS (University of Liverpool)' RHODODENDRON MONTI! begins,
2 GROUP TOUR BEGINS. WN.B. Amended date — see later pages.,

6 NESS. Meeting day for two lecturss.

7 + GRQUP TOUR ENDS. . R '

9 . BHS CHELSEA SHOW BEGINS =~ -~ (19th is Fellows'! Day).

4  The High Beechés - See 'Gardens Open' section on later

1 vages for invitation to Group members.

-.uu-——'—.-n.......-.._———_———--—-—-..-————-___....a__-._

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM HON.SEC.  ELECTIONS TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTER.

In terms of the,Constitution and Rules of the Rhododendron and
Camellia Group, the affairs of The Group are in the hands of the
Officers and eight elected members. These are at present: -

Chairman: Mr G.A.Hardy. Vice~Chairman: Hon., H.E.Boscawen.
Hon. Secretary: Mr J.Waugh Owens. Hon, Treasurer: Mr D.N.Farnes,

Executive Committee:

Mr J.D.Bond, Mr A,D.Schilling. Mr J.Sanders.,
Mr A.F.George. Mr J.T.Gallagher, The Lady Anne Palmer,
Sir Giles Loder, - Miss C.E.Perring.

i Mr K.JW.W.Lowes, Editor of the Bulletin, was co-opted as a
member ‘of 'the Executive Committee at their meeting on 11 July 1978.
Major EvW.M.Magor was co-opted as a member of the Executive ‘
Committee at their meeting on 28 October 1980. In addition the
Regional Branch Organisers are ex-officio’ members of the Executive
Committee. : £ ‘ ' : :

" In'docbrdance with Rule 4 Sir Giles Loder and Mr A.D.Schilling
retire but’ are eligible for re-election. . '

'In'avtordance with Rule' 10, candidates ¥or election to the
Bxetutive Committee shall be proposed and sggonded by members of
The Group ‘and must sign their nomination papers ‘which must reach
the Hon., Secretary not later than 30 April 1981, = -
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THE RHODODENDRON AND CAMELLIA GROUP. NOMINATION PAPER for two
candidates for election to the BExecutive Commititee on 16 June 1981.

NAME SECONDED BY CANDIDATE'S SIGNATURE
.

I'{[ENIBER'S SIGNATURE... ------ o--loldc.l--oloo-----aDATE-n---ao-ulu--0
MEMBER'S NAME (IN BLOCK LEITERS) ¢vveeeeccenn T — e L i B e

TO: J.Waugh Owens, Hon. Secretary, The Rhododendron and Camellia
Group, Jubilee Lodge, Yarpole, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 OBA,
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IREASURER'S NOTICE - SUBSCRIPTIONS ,

subscriptions are raid up for the current yeer, There are about
100 members who have not yet paild, although éubscriptions were due
last'November 18t and Bulletin No. 14 carried a reminder, together
with a tear-off payment slip at the foot of page 1.

Members who have not yet received their Year Book should please
attend to Bulletin No, 14, and if they have any query about the
state of their subscription should not hesitate to take up the
invitation in paragraph 6 and telephone the Treasurer,

‘Many ‘more members have requested Bankers Order forms for their
subscriptions commencing November 1981 and these will be sent out
later this year, once the new rates (if any change is needed) have
been determined by Committee, The Treasurer is very grateful for
these requests and especially so to those members who have sent
S«A.E. for return of the forms, '

D.W.F,

-...--_—._—-————.——-—.————-——.-———-—-._-—._—q..__...

MATTERS OF IMMEDIATE OR CURRENT INTEREST,

1o INTERNATIONAL RHODODENDRON CONFERENCE, EDINBURGH, 1982, Most '
members will have noticed the announcement on page 468, ("The
Secretary's notice board") of the December 1980 copy of "The Garden"
In case of oversightiand as an aide-mémoire I repeat some of the @ =
bare facts here. The conference is to be held at the Royal Botanic
Garden, Edinburgh, from May 11 to May 13, 1982, -and will have an
international programme of speakers; topics covered will ‘include
the taxonomy, distribution and cultivation(H.Bﬁggﬁivation!of
rhododendrons with some emphasis on subgenus Vireya. Details of the
pProvisional programme and the application form for Conference
reservations will be sent to any interested persons who write to
the Rhododendrom 'Conference Organiser, Royal Botanic Garden,
Inverleith Row, BEdinburgh EH3 5IR, Scotland, by July 1, 1981,

The toplcs mentioned will clearly be of considerable interest
and importance to wvarious Group members.
2 GROUP TOUR, MAY 1981, The tour is now arranged and a good deal
of information from the Tour Secretary, along with form of
application, is provided at the end of this bulletin. Applicants
will be -given all necessary. details once they are registered, Please
note the change in precise dates of beginning and ending from thdse
originally envisaged and given in Bulletin No, 14, Please also note
that although three of .the gardens mentioned there are rot in the
nev list, there are three others in their stead. ;

In Bulletin No., 14 I mentioned the extent of the area
containing these gardens, and said the Tour "might be thought worth
it for the scenery alone". Mr Glass has suggested that as there may
well be more interest in this matter than I realised when I made the
brief reference, some slight amplification would be in order. As a
Northumbrian I have to admit that I have a bullt-in weakness for
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"the fells"; as I am not the only Briton to have this bias I will
assure potential tour participants that hills, moors, clear streams
and distant views .will be plentiful, and even commonplace. Coaches
use..good roads, of course, but even so the countryside alone ought
to glve pleasure, In Argyll or the Lake District, hills and
extensive views are to be taken for granted; but if you have not-
been on 'the Yorkshire moors, or explored the Border country, you
may not be sure what is in store, I think the prospect of seeing
geveral unfamiliar gardens, with the added interest of passing
through much unfamiliar scenery, makes the 1981 Tour more than
averagely' attractive, ]
3. RHODODENDRON PROTISTUM, var, PROTISTUM. The name of this species
is more familiar to most rhododendron growers than the plant itself,
There are not many recognized specimens in gardens, and at present
it séems possible that no authentic plant has yet flowered in
Britain, However, that situation may have changed this yecar, for
at Arduaine in Argyll a plant which has always been thought of as
the genuine species has just come into flower. A more detailed note
on the history of the species, and the possibility of this flowering
being another distinguished "first", for Arduaine (where the first
flowering of "giganteum" took place, so far as Britain is concerned),
appéars on a'later page. LR e e e : ' T
4, POLLEN REQUIRED, Also on a later page there is a note about a
member! 8. request for pollen of seven species of Rhododendron, None
of these species is very common, hence the difficulty. Replies
should be sent direct to the engquirer - the address, is given.
5. GIBBERELLIC ACID. Another enquiry on a later page concerns the
use of "GA" for hastening the flowering of seedlings of rhododendrons.
This is a matter of considerable importance to many, whether
scientiste, professional horticulturists or amateurs, so apart from
satisfying the curiosity or need of the member enquiring, I hope
that anyone able to offer help or information will let the Bulletin
Editor know too. ‘
6, NEWS FFROM A DEVON GARDEN - MR. GEOFFREY JUDSON. This note in
Bulletin No, 13 referred to Mr Judson's imminent move of house and
garden, and contained an invitation to ecall which was, I know,
accepted by a number of members. I have now heard from lir Judson
that after the end of January he expected to have moved to the new
address, which I give here. He adds that he has a small garden plot
at this address and looks forward to growing at least a few
rhododendrong, He also looks forward to continuing his interest in
Group affairs, which goes back quite a long way.
New address:- - TFlat 2, Warberry Lodge,
_ 11, Cyprus Road,

= i Bxmouth, Devern EBX8 2DZ, :
7. RHODODENDRON HANDBOOK 1980 - "The Species Handbook", The review
mentioned in Bulletin No, 14 will be found on a later page., It
includes some notes whioh may be useful to those who expect to make
regular use of the Handbook. )
8. TOUR IN PAPUA NEW GUINBA, 1981. The Secretary has received news
of this tour from Mr J.Clyde Smith, who is Honorary Secretary of '
the Australian Rhododendron Society. Assuaing the tour takes place
1t will be the firet of its kind. As it appears to be both ambitious
and interesting I reproduce the notice in full.
' MIf gufficient people are interested, a tour of Papua New Guinea
will be ‘available from Sydney for twelve days' duration fronm August
31,1981, 'The purpose of the tour will be to see Vircya
rhododendrons in their native Habitat. Identifying and naming these
will be one of the cares of Mr, John Womersley, who has agreed to
lead and direct the tour. Mr. Womersley recently retired from the
position'of Asst. Director of Botany in the Department of Forestry,
after some thirty years in New Guinea, and is uniquely qualified to
do this, In addition he has a personal interest in the Society, and
has had éxperience with previous horticultural tours.

‘The  areas to be visited will run from Port Moresby through Wau,
Bulolo, Bdie Creek, and Lae to Goroka, Kundiawa, Mt. Hngen, Wabang
and the neighbouring highlands: There will be visits to the usual

tourist attractions, -but these will be secondary to roadside visitsl

to-8ee rhododendrons. However this is not a.tough "Safari" type of
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tour; there are no strenuous walks to undertake, nor is it a plant
hunting' expedition. .

 The tour will leave Sydney on Monday Aug 31 and will return
there on Friday Sept 11. As an option a further four days may be
spent at Mt, Hagen to sec the spectacular Eastern Highlands annual
show, returning to Port Moresby on Monday Sept 14 and Sydney on
Sept 1 - ‘ )

P Thz.coet of the tour will be 1410 ex Sydney and th%s will cover
all meals, travel and accommodation. The tour may be joined from
other centres, and single accomnodation is available for five of the
eleven nights. These extra costs are, from Adelaide #160, fron
Melbourne ﬁ110, single supplement §65. The additional four days to
see the .Mt, Hagen Show will cost approx. 220, Most of the :
accommodation will be at Lodges in the main céntres. ) )

Tentative bookings have been made for the tour and this will be
finalised as soon as sufficient members and their friends indicate
their interest, however the party can not exceed twegty pcople,
Please advise me as soon as possible if you wish to join the tour.

' J.Clyde Smith, Hon., Sec.,

15 Cassian Street, .

- Keiraville, N.S.W. 2500,
9. TASMANTA -~ 'MINT-CONVENTION', GARDEN TOUR AND RHODODENDRON SHOW.,
This is, another event to turn thoughts to Australia. The venue is
Burnie, Tasmania, and the dates November 6, 7 and 8, 1981, The
programme, of events, including speakers and their topics associated
with the genus Rhododendron, will be announced in later issues of
'The Rhododendron', Apply NOW for details of cost, accommodation,
etc., by sending a stamped self-addressed envelope to the Convenor:

) ‘ Dr N. Sullivan,

‘ g . Box 606, BURNIE, Tasmania 7320.

Mr Clyde Smith points out that the Burnie event follows the
main rhododendron show at 0linda on Nov 1y 2 and 3, and that the
two shows would make a very interesting week for anyone visiting
Australia. .

10. AUSTRALIAN VISIT T0 EDINBURGH CONFERENCE, 1982. A third activity
proposed, by the Australian Rhododendron Society is a Group visit to
this conference, to include an Americen Garden Tour. For further
information about this, contact in the first instance: -
o Mr R.C.Sangster,
67, Strabane Avenue,

. BOX HILL NORTH, Vie.3129, Australia,

The inclusion of a stamped self-addressed envelope is required.

-——---.—.-.-.._————--—_——--——--._--....._.--_....-———-.

BRANCH ACTIVITIES. SOUTH EAST BRANCH MEETING, FRIDAY 20 MAR,

+ As noted in the Calendar on page 1, this meeting is arranged
for a talk by Roy Lancaster, The time is 7 p.m, and the place is
the Village Hall, Chelwood Gate, West Sussex, Chelwood Gate is
about 6 miles south of East Grinstead, on the A. 275 road (Forest
Row toi/Lewes). It may help some people to consider the approach
from Wych Cross' on..the h.22, to head southwards by turning into the
As275 at the Roebuck, where there is a big road-sign indicnting
Lewes A,275, Chelwood Gate and Sheffield Park. Chelwood Gaote is
Just over a mile from this sign. At the Red Lion public house turn
east into Beaconsfield Road, towards Nutley, and the Village Hnll
is-about half a mile down the road, on the left hand side, next to
Chelwood Gate Church. If approaching from the south, or A,272, take
the A4 275 inorthwards, past Sheffield Park, and Chelwood Gote is
about 17 miles north of Danehiil, Look out for the village
name-signion the grass verge, and immediately, take the small road
towards«lutley, on the right; at this point a BP petrol station
can be tgeen, . ahead,on the right, as well as the Red Lion, mentioned,

ho-Thejsubject of Mr Lancaster's talk is his recent vigit to the

Mount Omei area of Bzechwan, China, well known in Rhododendron and
Camellia literature for the explorations of E.H.Wilson in the first
decade -0f this century, and of other explorers. We understand that
the talk will be accompanied by lots of slides. A dozen of the
rhpdodendrons already found in the arca are: - R.colophytum,discolor,
oreodoxay argyrophyllum, ririei, orbiculare, williamsianum, simsii,
concinnum, lutescens, strigillosum and hemsleyoanum. That selection
is given merely to whet the appetite, but there are many others,
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I feel sure, knowing Mr Lancaster's wlde interests in other familiesg,
that there 1ls going to be far more to it than that handful of names,
and that a talk of outstanding interest and content is in store for
his audience,

Although this is a South East Branch function, it is not desired
to restrict attendance exclusively to the local membership, It will
be necessary to charge the sum of £2.50 per head, which includes a
buffet, wine and coffee, Further particulars, with a slip to notify
intention to attend, numbers, and to accompany the appropriate
remittance, can be obtained from:-

Logen Edgar, Esq., Telephone: -~ (0424) 425371,
Wedderlie House,

St. Helen's Avenue,

Hastings, Past Sussex TN 34 1JT.

TR T M M s e e e m e e o e T m em e omm wm mm e tm em ae we e e e e

GARDENS OPEN.

1. THE HIGH BEECHES, HANDCROSS, SUSSEX.(The Hon.H.E. and Mrs Boscawen) .
There will be two private view days, on Sundays May 24th and May 31st,
from 2 p.m, to 6 p.m. on both days, . #11 members of the Group, as well
as interested friends, will be welcome. There is no charge for
admission, but there will be a collecting box to help the West Sussex
Association for the Disabled. Mrs Boscawen tells me that there is a
very promising bud-set, which augurs well for the display providing
the weather is not unreasonable. May I remind members that this is
the Vice-Chairman's garden. =

2, LINGHOLM, KESWICK, ENGLISH LAKES.(The Viscount Rochdale). Although
this garden has opened to the public for some years now, it has not
been given a "notice" in the bulletin before. I have been provided
with a small, neat, but quite informative folder intended for the
visitor and guiding him round the arranged route. It mokes very
interesting reading, and concludes with a list of some of the larger
specimens of Rhododendron species to be seen, nearly fifty; and it
also makes passing mention of sone of the outstanding hybrids grown,
as well as some of the more notable trees.

The house and garden are on the shore of Lake Derwentwater, and
there are associations with Beatrix Potter; it -was here that she
wrote "Squirrel Nutkin", Opening times and relevant details are
given annually in the 'National Gardens Scheme'! Yellow Book,

5. PENN, ALDERLEY EDGE, CHESHIEE. (Mr and Mrs Raymond Baldwin). This
is another garden owned by Group rembers which is going to be open

to the public in 1981, not previously noted in the bulletin. The
garden is "open" on Sundays 17th and 24th May, but in a letter
enclosing his "Camellia Choice", (given further on), Mr Baldwin
states that he would also be delighted to welcome any Group menbers
on the 16th May, should they be calling at Ness on that day. He hopes
to be at Ness himself on that day and as he and Mrs Baldwin are
known to 'the Director of Ness, Mr J.K.Hulme, it should be rossible

to make contact in one way or other by enquiry.

Penn is about two and a half ccres in extent and, as I have
learned from photographs sent by the owners, it is a most attractive
garden with impressive views from favourable vantage-points, A
plant-list also sent shows that about 400 rhododendrons, including
about. 150 different species, are fully supported by azaleag,
camellias, nagnolias and many shrubs and trees of which keen
"agsociation-planters" talk, write and approve, There can be very
little question of wasted space in this garden, -

——-u-.-——.---n-.«-—u.—o-n———.—-.--—-._—————.u-.-—.—-

RHODODENDRONS ON LIMESTONE. by Major B.W.M.Magor,

Visiting a very fine garden in the Cotswolds recently, where
conifers are a particular feature, my opinion was invited on the
chances of rhododendrons succeeding there on a limestone soil; those
few that I saw there, mostly of the Triflorum series, seened to be
thriving.

Though R.hirsutun, one of the first rhododendrons ever introduced
into Britain, grows on a linmestone formation in the wild, and
R.occidentale has been found growing in a soil of pH 7.6 to 8.6 on
serpentine in California, it is almost an article of faith among us
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that rhododendrons will not grow on chalk,

Lecturing to the Rhododendron Society sixty years ago however,
George Forrest said that the highly specialised and exuberant flora
seen on'the Chino-Tibetan alps, in which Rhododendron is such a
proninent feature, is due in great neasure to the geological
formation. Practically the whole of thé area from 7000 feet to the
altitude of ‘the highest known peaks, which run up to about 23,000
feet, is'capped with linestone, This limestone has nothing chalky
about"it; but is apparently a strong nagnesiun linestone, greyish
white in colour, very hard and durable, such as is seen in the
Dolonites, On the Mekong Salwin divide, where he had found =
greater nunber of new Rhododendrons than in any other area explored,
the strata, though still linestone, are much freer in conposition,
nore readily disintegrated and deeply stained ruddy brown by the
presence of ninerals. The less tall species such as racenosun,
rigiduni and trichocladun are found flourishing in soils heavily
charged with linestone rubble, while species such as crassun,
neriiflorun, sanguineun, yunnanense, haenatodes, saluencnse,

‘dichroanthun and their allies have their roots fixed in crevices of
*linestone cliffs and boulders or in the liny rubble at their bases,
The taller tree sSpecies, though having a bed of hunus for support,
have thelr rootlets similarly placed, or at least overlying or in
contact with the linestone.

Commenting on this, Professor Sir Isarnc Bayley Balfour expressed
the opinion that it was the nycorrhizal fungus rather than the
rhododendron that was intolerant of line, and in support of this
view nentioned that Forrest had brought back specinens of
rhododendrons growing on linestone where the induncntum on the.
under-surface of the leaf was infiltrated by fungus nyceliun, and
suggested that the fungus, finding the root tissues unwelconing,
was carrying out its nitrogen~fixing functions through the leaves,

Colonel Sir Frederick Stern found means of growing rhododendrons
on pure chalk in his garden at Highdown, and Ir A.Grove carried out
a series of experinents in his gorden in Berkshire, using nany
different species which he eventually graded according to their
degree of lime-tolerance. A full account of thesec experinents wag
published in the 'Gardeners' Chronicle' in 1927 (pp. 426-8),

In nore recent years, 1956-9, Dr Henry Tod carried out experinents
in Scotland, and has shown that rhododendrons can be grown in quite
strongly alkaline soils, provided the base is nagnesiun and not
calcium, All plants need a certnin quantity of calciun in their
tissues, and rhododendrons have the ability to extract it even fron
s0ilg where it is present in very snall quantities: but they lack
the ability to control the anount absorbed by their roots, and so on
calcareousd soils take up excessive calciun at the expense of the
other nutrients such as iron and nagnesiun., It is known that calciun
and nagnesium are in many ways antagonistic to one another, 'and in
the presence of a large excess of nagnesium, little ecalciun is taken
up by the plant, and the converse is also true. When dolonite
weathers, the calciua fraction is leached away first, so that the
proportion of nognesiun in the soil forned from the rock tends to
rise, and this will tend to depress the uptake of the renaining
calciun by the plant growing in such soil,

The position is well sunnarised in the Eighth Edition of Bean's
'Trees and Shrubs Hardy in the British Isles', Volume IIT N-Rh,

P, 546. A few years ago, an advertisement in 'The Garden' for
Rhododendrons that would grow on olkaline soils coused sone adverse
corment, and the advertiser was asked to contribute an explanatory
hote  for~the Year Book, but no more wns heard on the subject.

; If however any nenber of the Group, or other reader of this
Bulletin, has experience of growing rhododendrons on linestone, and
can suggest species (and/or hybrids) that seen to thrive there, it
would be appreciated if he would contribute a note on the subject.

BW.M.M,
(Editor's note). Shortly after despatching the contribution to the
Bulletin Editor, Major Magor received a piece of suppleuentary
infornation from the owner of the Cotswold garden nontioned, as
follows:= " Our limestone here is Inferior Oolite - a2 rather
degrading namne, but anyway not chalk," &

= S ms mm R mm s em o em e ke mm mw e e R em mm me e e e e e wmm wm me e e e e o




- 7 =
CAMELLIA CHOICE, Fron Mr Raynond Baldwin, of Penn, Cheshire ( sce
"Gardens Open" section earlier,

Not for us here the refinenent of Captain kawes, recormended
fron Cornwall by Mr, Nigel Holnan, We are 500 feet up on a hill
(Alderley: Bdge) overlooking the Cheshire plain fron the east, an
outecrop of' the Pennines, We nust rely nainly on the williansii
hybrids; but of these St. Ewe is a delight each year. The bush is
now a spreading pyranid 9!' high, growing in the open with slight
overhead: protection from a large cedar, BEach spring fron late
March tojthe end of May it covers itself with a succession of deep
rose-red cup-shape flowers, and like the rest of the fanily sheds
0ld bloons before they becone unsightly.

i lia; e R.‘MoB.
(Bditorf& note to nmeribers). I have caught up with contributors to
"Canellia Choice" and hope to receive guite a few more notes, Are
there any supporters for the fanous old japonicas 7.

——._——q.-.—————_-——.__———.-...._—...-_-.._....—._—....

HONEY FUNGUS. ADDENDUM. Following on his note on this subject in
- Bulletin No,. 14, NMr Dan E.lMayers has asked ne to add the following
correction: « : ,

"Dr. Aloysius M'bongo has called ny attention to the fact that
Mrs: Victoria Bray's invaluable preparation for the treatment of
Honey Fungus is now sold under the name of BRAY'S EMULSTION. I
should.like, for the sake of good order, to nake this correction
to ny previous note on the subject, !

-...-..,‘.-_.-.._.._-..__.__...._......._-...._...._._._.____.___....._....

POLLEN REQUIRED. I quote from Mr Norman's letter of enquiry.,
"A few stanens taken from a flower Just about to open, and placed
in a glass drying tube (which I would supply, of course), would be
all that would be necessary.
The pollen needed is that frou good forns of the following
species ~ Award forns if possible: -
,arboreun ssp. cihnarnoiieun
" clenentinae '
" sherriffii
somenithii
netraillianun .
'rusarienég "un-yua" .
orwiltonii ’ o
411 'T'can offer in exchange is seed of the resulting crosses,
if succegsful,"
Fraser S, Nornan, . -
! .20, Coniston Close, Erith, Kent DA8 3BD,
(Editor's note to netibers). Please reply direct to Mr Nornan.

—.————«.—_—-_--..___———-.-.—._—-.-.-—.-.—-_-.-..-——...

GIBBERELLIC ACID, . Mr Philip K.Page of 60, Branksone, Barnouth,
Gwynedd LL42 1BH asks: "Can anyone please tell ne of anyone who has
used gibbergllic acid for hastening the flowering of seedlings of
rhododendron species ? In the 1950s it was used in the USA for
increasing flower size in camellias for exhibition rurposes, My
interestihad,been aroused by an article in the 3 Oct 80 'Gardeners’
Chroniclet entitled " For Shy Seeders", reporting that the Forestry
ﬁomnission~&ﬁ~Pitlochry, Perthshire-has successfully induced
flowering of Leyland Cypress and Western Red Cedar with GA3
@Gibberellic iAcid for three successive years. The nethod does not
however ‘geén to work well with every species,"

(Editor's-rote): I know of two ncentions which have soile relevance.
The firsty; which concerns rhododendrons, is by the late E.H.M.Cox

of Glendoick, and is on p.93 of the 1959 Year Book, with photographs
Figi<47..:'The other, which concerns canellias, is on pp.53-4 of the
1966 Year Book, and is by Joseph H.Pyron. The first concerns
hastening-plant growth, which could well cause plants to flower ]
younger; ,thé second concerns accelerating the flowering of canellias
where buds already foriled are treated in order to secure earlier
opening in a particular season,

(The Bulletin will be very-interested).

— - - —_ e . -
- s e o mm M G e e me s e e mm mm mw et ma e — —
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THE RHODODENDRON SHOW - a note fron A;duaine, by Bdnuhd Wright.

Considering the distance we have to travel, Scottish gardens
are well represented at Vincent Square in the Rhododendron Show,
principally in the classes for species - although hybrids are
shown by ‘sone of our conpetitors, The nunmber of awards collected
by theifive or so present exhibitors is a good indication of the
quality of rhododendron gardens north of the border. We could
I an sure do equally well at the earlier Rhododendron Conpetition,
but the round trip of over a thousand niles that nost of us have
to makeiis, I think, quite sufficient once.in the season; Our -
southern conpetitors are fairly safe on that ocecasion, although an
earlier sortie .should not be ruled out entirely. The Conpetition
gould'gerfainly do with sone of that, if past reports are anything

o go by.! ‘

E.A.T.W,

---—c-—.——-._—.-—...——u.u-——uu————_———-.-n——-

JAM MAKING - unexpectedly, another contribution from Arduaine !

Hardly a subject for the Bulletin, you may think; and so I
would have thought, until recently. In the course of a discussion
with two Rumanian visitors, we were surprised to hear the lady
refer to rhododendron jam, and our surprise nust have shown, since
she eldborated by saying "like you spread on bread and butter",

It seendithat this jan is nade fron the petals of a dwarf rhod.
that grows at about 2,000 netres. They were unable to nane the
species used, but have prounised to find out and let ne know. Not
that we intend setting up a jau factory, because in our opinion
naking jant fron flowers is about as potty as naking wine fronm
leaves when there is plenty of frult available, However if this
useless information coiles to hand I will pass it on, as I a1 sure
sone lady readers will already be reaching for their preserving
pans. Mind you, it seeuns that only suall anounts are nade and it
is considered a great delicacy. '

Bdmund Wright, Arduaine,
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RHODODENDRON 'SUMMER FLAME'., by Dan E, Mayers.

The response to ny article on Swumer. Flane in the 1979/80
Year Book has been nost gratifying. It is, accordingly with
great pleasure that I can advise neubers desirous of obtaining
a plant that Mr., John Slocock has kindly undertaken its
propagation, and plants will be available through the specialist
nurserynen Hydon, Millais and Reuthe .in 1982,

I hope that other worthwhile plants in private gardens -
plants not presently in coumerce ~ nay likéwise be publicized and
be placed upon the narket for the benefit of neunbers.

ey : . . D.E.M,

LETTER iQ,THE EDITOR. (Reply regarding Rhododendron 'Lava Flow"),

Dear Mr Lowes, . ' ; -

WY o - I read with sone interest the letter by Mr,L.Edgar
on-R. *Lava Flow', I have a plant of this Rhododendron in full
sun and it has always given a renarkable display. I purchased
this plant from the Sunningdale Nurseries about 1963 and it is now
2 ft. high and over 4 ft..across. I have a copy of the old
Sunningdale publication "Rhododendrons at Sunningdale" by Janes
Russelly The infornation given on 'Lava Flow' is "Raisged here by
crossing K.W.13225 with griersonianun. (The plant is referred to
as R.repeng in the.R.H.3. Handbook, but seems to be nearer to
R.didynun,  exeept that it has brilliant scarlet flowers instead of
red)." ~ Low and conpact in habit, -with pointed, dark green leaves,
up to ten flowers in a truss, widely opened, vivid scarlet spotted
cringon,.” The Sunningdale propagator was Mr Harry White.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) E.Streater.
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RHODODENDRON PROTISTUM, var. PROTISTUM. by K.J.W.Lowes.,

The flowering of Arduaine's R,protistun var, protistun is
likely to be of considerable interest to other growers of the plant,
as well as to the nany aduirers of those tender giants the Grandia
subsection, with their doninating effect in our gardens and their
‘ronantlc plant<hunting associations. Before giving sone background
infornation on the specles in the wild and its several collections
by Forrest and Kingdon Ward, I aust point out that certain
. agsunptions have had to be nade about the plant in question. Until
the inflorescence has been adequately exanined it can not be taken
for granted that what we are talking about really ig a genuine and
pure Rgprotistun var, protistum, Such an exanination nay "prove"
that it is, or it nay put the appellation in doubt. It is already
cleayp(that interspecific hybridisation within the Grandia
subsection can take place extrenecly easily in favourable
circunstances, 8o the nane 'protistun' is here to be used for
convenience; no particular clain should be read into what is said,

Pirst, as to introduction. Fron such infornation as I have to
- hand I have traced eleven nunbers of Forrest's introduction, and
one, plus a possible, of Kingdon Ward's. There nay have been nore,
and we must presune the possibility that introductions have been
nade to other countries, The terwn 'introduction' is used because
it is ,the tern traditionally used in the Species Handbooks: but the
difficulty of knowing what survives in cultivation is referred to
on page 298 of the 1980 edition. These thirteen nunbers were
collected between the years 1918 and 1928. The provenance of the
Arduaine plant is not at present clear, although it nay well have
been precisely docunented when it was planted out. This seens to
have been in 1930 or thereabouts., It is not known to have flowered
before this year., In his article "Arduaine Revived" in the 1979-80
Year Book, Mr Edound Wright wrote as follows:- "Perhaps the niost
interesting (---) is a plant said to be L,protistum; this has not
flowered, due, we think, to the dense canopy above it. Once again
the light has been let in, and we hope to sece the Tirst buds in the
not too distant future." So results have soon followed that
perceptive forecast. Two flower buds forined after growth-tine last
year, and colour began to show as they swelled in early February,
the visible pink leading at first to expectations of corollas of
- ereany-white, flushed rose, This is the description which has been
giveniin reference books since before the second world war. However,
it should: be borne in nind that although there have apparently been
nany ‘collectiong, there nay not have been nany sightings of flowers
in the wild, seed-collecting tine being so nuch later than
flowering tine; it therefore seens dangerous to assune that only
one 'c¢olour is possible, In Peter Cox's "Larger Species" the range
of colours given for "R,protistun (giganteun)", which I take to
enbrace both, is couprehensive between creany-white and purple.
"The reason for this apparent diversion is that after two or three
days the flower-colour revealed itself as in the pink range and it
seened 'nost unlikely that it would turn to creany-white. As this
note hag toibe conpleted before the trusses reach their peak, the
end of: the story of the proper colour has to be left for another
occasion, What is most-unfortunate is that Mr Edound Wright is at
present in the niddle of a long period away fron Arduaine, so he
will not-witness this flowering; he will have to content hinself
with listening to the accounts and descriptions of his brother
Harryt+and others, and to looking at sugh colour photographs as are
taken;if this flowering heralds a continuous sequence - and a
fifty-year-old plant nay by now feel sufficiently conscious-stricken
as to really get on with it - then the future is going to be full of
interest for the owners and their visitors. The next few weeks nust
becone quite exciting for Arduaine while authentication is being
sought, for there is the tantalising prospect of having another
first=-flowering, to repeat Arduaine's 19%6 success with the "old"
R,giganteun, now R,protistun var, giganteun. An intriguing play
upon words also arises, The word 'protistun' is a reduplicated
superlative neaning 'first anong firsts' - that is, virtually,
'firgtest!,’ How apt for Arduaine } (Was it General Patton who
liked ito "get there firstest with the nostest" ? )
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'What are believed to be protistwis in other gardens in Britain

‘are likely to be. exanined ever nore hopefully fron now on, at any

1 rate whgre.the plants are mature, Such a garden is Brodick,fanous
for ite "giganteuns" and Mingnificums" and sone possible hybrids,

I believe that sone years ago specinens of R.protistun planted at

Tower Court and Glendoick failed to survive, On the other hand,

“follage, fron Mount Stewart was exhibited by the Dowager Marchioness

-

of Londonderry at the April 1953 Rhododendron Show. There is, or
at least there was fornerly, o plant in the U.S.A. fron Forrest
24775," fron which I understand grafted plants reached this country;
they or’ their progeny still exist in at any rate two gardens, but
these, I understand, are not of a size to give hopes of flowering
for sone tine, There nay well be other protistuns in the U.S.A. and
other countries, such as the ones nentioned by the late Edgar Stead
of New Zealand in his article in the 1947 Year Book (pp.44-5); and
the specinen(s) planted sone years ago at Pukeiti (Robert Hair,
1970 Year Book, p.53), and Olinda, Australia (A.W.Headlan, 1973
Year Book, p.49). '

It is unfortunate that the weather at Arduaine and its effect
on flowering times have not synchronized too well with the needs of
the Bulletin, for the provision of a conplete and detailed
description of the two trusses must now await another nonent, and
possibly another place,

KedoWol,
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BOOKS .

JOURNAL _OF GARDEN HISTORY — AN INTERINATIONAL QUARTERLY.

The first nunber has now appeared., In Bulletin No., 13 I
pronised to give further infornation, but this was eventually
deferred when at a late point in preparing the stencils for Wo,14
a snall flurry of nore urgent "news" itens arrived, and the
welght of bulletin and enclosures threatened to require o nore
expensive stanp. I now quote from a leaflet which states the
intention of the publishers and editor,

- "Garden history in recent years has begun to assune
considerable inportance as a discipline in its own right - through
the work of wvarious distinguished scholars, the enthusiasn and
energles of such research centres as Dunbarton Oaks, the acctivitics

. of the 'Garden History Society, and the exhibition in 1979 at the

Victoria and Albert Musewi. The scope and range of its subject
have not, however, fully revealed thenselves. A new 'Journal of
Garden Higstory' will provide an essential forun for this
fast-developing subject to expand and experinent, and for the
extent and nature of its contribution to be nssessed. It will be
the only journal dedicated to the inter-disciplinary and
international field of garden history.

Garden history has so far attracted gcholars fron a variety of
disciplines, The 'Journal of Garden History' will naintain and
gtrengthen these approaches., It will certainly enphasize the
architectural history of garden design, with an especial place

+being reserved for the publication of new naterial on specific

gardens anywhere in the world; but it will also want to explore
the relévance to garden history of other topics - iconography,
aesthetlics, botany and horticulture, technology, social and -
econonic history, conservation and restoration of historic gardens,
geography, history of ideag,and the relation of gardens to the
history of landscape taste. An inportant need is to see garden
history in an. international context,

' A substantial book review section will als¢ attend to recent
publications in all these fields, "

The leaflet in gquestion cibodies other infornation and an
order forn, and can be obtained from:-
Al Taylor & Francis Ltd.,
' 4, John Street, London, WCIN 2ET,
- It is clear from an exanination of the first issue that the
claing' to scholarly and internttional approach are fully justified.
: KodWo.Le
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IHE 1980 SPECIES HANDBOOK. An appraisal by the Bulletin Editor.

.~ The lagt edition of  the Rhododendron Handbook (Species) is dated
1967, and its predecessors 1947, 1952, 1956 and 1963, In 1967, the
stated intention was "to revise and publish this Handbook about

/'~ every five years", Various factors have combined to foil this plan,
" most of them too obvious or well-known by now to merit repetition.
Many people will have bought this new edition already, and,
according to their knowledge, experience ahd degree of familiarity
with the older Handbooks, they will have reacted personally and
formed their own opinions. There remain those who have not yet
acquired a copy, and the notes and views which fallow are of course
aimed chiefly at them; however it is hoped that some of those who

. already have the book will also be helped in some small way.,

K .The appearance of the new book differs from that of its
predecessors for two reasons, It is almost twice as thick as the
1967 edition, with 362 pages compared with 278 in 1967 and 187 in

.1 1956;  and, as is happening more and more these days, the familiar
hard cover has given way to a soft one; it is obvious that ‘this
saves the purchaser a matter of pounds rather than pence. For a
highly detailed and complex book like this it is very praiseworthy
that the post-paid price has been kept below £7.00. The extra bulk
is soon explained when the pages are turned; in particular, a
comparative table concerned with classification occupies most of
the extra pages, and the growing number of Malesian species has
swollen the number of entries in the main index and, of course,
areas of cross-reference. Furthermore, in some existing geries,
.Sectiong or subsections, new species are included which have been
described since 1967. On the other hand much tidying-up work has
been done to save some of the space thus required., The new edition
has a glightly smaller format than the 1967, so it still goes in my

- anorak pocket; yet it weighs only five ounces more, so it should
accompany the owner in the garden just as the earlier ones did.

The new comparative table mentioned, which is supplied rather
for the gardeners than for the botanists, tnkes up 65 pages. Tor
the present, and pending the universal adoption of the Edinburgh
revision, this serves a very useful purpose. In case a user should
experience initial difficulty in locating names in this mew table,
it may ‘be helpful to observe that all the lepidote species are
gathered together in subgenus Rhododendron (pp.3-28), and that all
the elepidote species except the Azaleas (two subgenera) and the
Azaleastrun subseries are in subgenus Hyménanthes (pp.28-65). The
subsections in the Hymenanthes section dare listed in alpho betical
‘order, unlike those in subgenus Rhododendron, wvhich are arranged in
a botanical sequence, Whether it will again be needed in the next
edition remains an open question. A full explanation of the need
for such a table is given on pages 1 and 2. Briefly, the Edinburgh
revision of Cullen and Chamberlain has sunk into synonynmy a
considérable number of plant-nanes important to the gardener, and
a new Group Terminology is employed in the R.H.S. Horticultural
Revision to facilitate correlation of these and to ensure that they

- can be. traced within the covers of this book. To give an exomple

"~ which might occur in some well-labelled "Open" garden, if you walk
up to a 'familiar old plant which you know as R.radicans, and find

~ that it .is newly labelled R.calostrotum ssp. keleticum, reference
to page.21 will reassure you.that the new label was not put there
by some under-informed blackbird; the correlation will be made
clear in colurm three.

The two fundariental reasons for regular re-editing of the

. Handbook are of course fthat it should be regularly brought up to
date with new information, and that corrections can be nnde where
errors have been found in earlier editions., This has been done,and

11t -may be helpful to draw attention to some exanples of both types
‘of revision., Little corment is needed where there are additions

.such as species newly described since 1967, or new collections. The
collectors' numbers section now occupies 105 pages, ranging fron
Wilson of 1899 to several expeditions in the 1970s, right up to
Schilling of 1978, This represents an increase of over twenty poges
and sone hundreds of new nunmbers. The Rock numbers beginning on
page 328 have now been sorted from the U.8.D,4.P.I. nunbers. On page
328 itself there is a note about this, which is important for people
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concerned with Rock's collections. There are four separate
alphabetical name-lists, and these have all been brought up.to Qate.
They are (1) the nain list "Descriptions of Species in Cultivation",
(2)"Species not in Cultivation", (3) "Synonyns" (now 18 pages and
consequently very comprehensives, and (4) “Species of Uncertoin
Relationship, Onitted fronm the Cullen and Chanberlain Classification™
The gardener's use of the nain list will not need to change, but with
the widening of our knowledge of the genus over the last hundred years
his dependence on the other three lists increases yearly. The
Rhododendron Series table remains, but the detailed keys have gone,
and . are; replaced by notes on the main characteristics of the series
as.a group, with further notes under each subseries.

An inportant new feature foﬁl g the Virgatum Series, No, 43,
This is & list of just under th Egggﬁ ries under the heading "Section
Vireya", These are separated into Subsections and in sone cases into
Series.fOther features of the 1967 edition which have been retained
include -the flower shapes and leaf shapes; they have, however, been
revised. Then the Glossary has been nuch enlarged, from 23 entries in
1967 tp 89 now, I think it is useful to have these explanations
within the covers of the book, for when the user is "in the field"
his- Lucie Suith and his Stearn's "Botanical Latin" will be at home
on the, bookshelves, The list now includes some less cormon terns
such as 'detersile!, 'retrorse' and 'scabrid', which are not so
universally understood., I would go so far as to reconnend
consideration of a further nodest expangion next time, so as to
include. those terns which night in practice be encountered in the
"Descriptions of Species in Cultivation" inin list, or in
descriptions of new species (for example in the Year Books). To the
obvious objection that o line has to be drawn sonewhere, I readily
agree,, What I hdve in nind are words which are in fact used in the
Descriptions (I noted dinorphic, ericoid, ferruginous, inbricate,
rhonbie, ovate-rhombic and rhounbic-obovate), and soile of those which
have been in use in botanical descriptions (for exanple, cunecate,
lanina and setose),

Let us nove on now to the Descriptions of Species thenselves,
which for nany users is perhaps the section of the book referred to
1nost often. These are ‘sinilar to those used in previous editions,
but there are nmany "up-datings", often using nore recent experience.
Exanples are nnocarpun, inberbe, neddianun 'Machrie' and
nakotiltun; but there are nany nore. There is a change of criterion
in the mentioning of R.H.S. awards, which are now given only for
forns of a species and not, as formerly, for hybrids where the
species is aparent, This is a point nentioned, along with others,
in the MIntroduction to the Species Descriptions" on pp. 106-7, and
it is advisable to read this carefully along with all other
explanatory natter before bringing the Handbook into everyday use,

There arc nany thousands of entries in this book, and nany
thousands of words in botanical Latin are consequently used., It
follows that a few problens arise, as in any book of this kind. Sone
are concerned with changes in what is held to be correct; some with
inprovenents in vnifornity where thére have been inconsistencies;
sone are sinply corrections of former errors; and there remain a few
errors, chiefly of a typographical nature; (there arc even, the
Editor tells ne, such things as errors which crop up after the
proof-reading). It is with a view to helping those who will use the
Handbook for checking nanes and spellings, as in writing articles or
reports, or naking up labels and records, that such changes and
errors as have coine to ny notice are given below.

First therc are deliberate alterations. These are chiefly
changes in accepted opinion, reuoval of inconsistency, or correction
of errors observed since the 1967 Handbook care into use, Sone of
thése can be formed into groups, as for exaliple specific nanes
terminating in -anun; where the sten to which -anun is added ends in
- —er (which is nearly always with Proper nouns like Fletcher or
Genestier) there should be no 'i' as there is with davidsonianun or
willionsionun. So we now have consistency and correctness with
- fletcheranun, gcenestieranun, thayeranun, websteranu, then

detzneranun and engleranun (p.233 not in cultivntioni; add to these
- aurigeranui, which is not fronm a proper noun.
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The next group enbraces situations where an 'ae! spelling is not
now acceptable in the spelling of botaniecal naites, and is usunlly
replaced by an 'i', Cases I have noticcd are (in the new spelling)
chaneunun (an 'e' this tine, not an 'i'), blandfordiiflorun,
canelliiflorun, rinuliflorun, Two different kinds of change are in
. nakaharae (now'ad) and uvariifoliun (two 'i's)s note also that half

of uvariifoliuwd has been accidentally omitted fron benenth the
oblanceolate leaf on page 104, Wanes like annae, cleaentinae,amesiae,
searsiae and wilsonine however, are correct because they are feninine
agreenents., Note also that in brookeanun, cogkeanun, cuffecnun and
several others, the 'e' is correct because it is port of the sten,
which is a name and proper noun; the 'e' should not therefore be
pronounced,

We now have not so nuch a group ag a iuilscellany, chiefly of single
instances of correcting old errors, sone of then going back nany years.
The hyphen fornerly used in chanaethoilgonii was not necessary
(ef, chonaecistus, chanaecyparis, chanaedaphne); on page 254 we have,
correctly, rubriflorui, rubroluteun, rubropunctatun; but they are
unfortunately followed by an obtrusive rubro hyphen punctatun, where
I should have liked the inconsistency to have been reuoved. Next,
albertgsenianun is naned after M.0.A1bertsgn, not -son (p.110); .
anhweiense is now corrcet (not 'wh' — place~nane Lnhwei); circinatun
should only have one 'n' althoush two 'n's have been incorrectly
used for so long (Latin verb circinfire, and the 'a' is both long and
stressed)

It renains ‘to note what is renlly a relatively suall nuiber of
errors observed in working through the volune (a "consuner" copy as
it will be purchased by nenbers of the public)., I nust stress that in
ny view and after half a lifetine devoted to work on languoge and
accuracy, to have kept the scale of error down to this low level is a
very substantinl achievenent, If you think the list which follows is
not "relatively snall", this view should be borne in nind; to put it
another way, how nany "botanical words" are printed in the entire
book? ' The answer has already been nentioned - nany, nany thousands,
They are given at randon as there are scarcelyAny links of relevance,

Contents page; delete one of the words 'and', P,79; cerochitun is
shown as not in cultivation, but has for nany years been offered in
the R.H.S.Wisley Seed Lists - surely theore is a plant producing seed,
or even. the resultigg seedlings exist so?iwheri? ?.13;hfgrtuahigon%
spell nahogani. P,67; wongii is nargina ¥y out of alphabetical order.
P.73; second-botton line, "lepidote' should read ‘elepidote!, P.77;
after nicroneres insert a 'Q'. P.85; chrysanthun is nis-spelled
chrysanthenun (as it is, very widely, in various earlier publications).
P,115; note that agrigelun var,rubicosun is correct, whereas
rubricosun with an intrusive 'r' is often found, incorrectly.

P, 173, under nagnificun; for Corsewell, spell Corsewall, ?.181,
under nitidulun; o 'p' is inadvertently onitted fron s.Lapponicun.
P,216 (two entries) - chrysanthun as above. P,232; cerochitunl os
above. P.235; add an entry for nicromeres - s.Glaucophylliun and s.s,
Genestieranun ( ). P,235; add an entry for openshawiasnun -
s.Fortunei and s.s, Calophytun ( ); it is given on p.(6.

P,237; sanguincun ssp. atrorubens should be atrorubun, P,250; for
narsheadianun spell porsheadianun. P,254; senhun is narginally gut
of alphabetical order. P,256, under tonakae; note correct spelling
of the Genus Tsugiophyllun, P.294; under nuunbers 26450 and 26460,
correct spelling of Azalea., P,310; nuaber 7612 should spell
nartinianun, P.315; nunber 14314 should spell canpanulatun. On P,9,
colurng 2 and 3 only, the line under R,1lyi should be dotted, not
broken line, because the Ciliicalyx Lggregate ends the?e.ln C.and C,
Sinilarly on P,11, colwms 2 and 3, the line under R.rigidun should
be dotted as the Yunnanense Aggregsate ends there, _

Now, on the matter of the use of the book, a note chiefly .
intended for those not yet familiar with the previous editions of the
Species Handbook, Using a highly detailed reference book ,such as
this one, becomes more rewarding when a few routines and devices have
been learned, and the following-observations may help a few members.

The backbone of the book could be said to be the section
"Descriptions of Species in Cultivation", pp.108-230, Since it is a
1list of the approved names being used in 1980 it follows that older
names which have been replaced will not be found there; but the
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older names will still be found in gardens, on labels, and in the
literature. So for this and other reasons there is another list, of
Synonyms, PP.239-257, and this will be referred to frequently by
many users. Another list, that of "Species not in Cultivation", may
be needed less often (pp.231-238); but the names can crop up in
field notes, collectors! reminiscences, old garden records and So on,
The new three~column section on PP.3-65, already referred to,is going
to be very important now, in various circumstances, Cross-reference
between these gections will be constantly required before the next
edition appears, so attention is called to some difficulties which
can be encountered, Many of them will cause surprise or perplexity,
some will cause disap ointment, as when old friends appear to have
waved a last goodbye ?e.g. I find it sad that bullatum is now in
Synonyms and not the main list). For occasions when a specific name
is not where you expect it to be, my first suggestion is - become
very persistent; try everything, look in all these lists, because if
. you have the name right it is pretty sure to be gomewhere in the book
Here are a few cases to use for experiment,

First, try finding bodinieri. It is "not there" now; but it was,
in 1967. Glance down the 1ist on pp.66-67 and you find it, along with
some other names which may look vaguely familiar - perhaps one of
these: ~ detonsum, fulvastrum, imberbe, magorianum, Pbceregrinum,
setosum or spilotum. These two pages, headed "——--—Omitted from the
Cullen and Chamberlain Classification", give the reason, and also
golve a few mysteries, HNext point, the o0ld Rhododendron Series list
found in the previous Handbooks is still with us, pp.68-92, plus
Section Vireya pp.92-99, So if you know, or can guess, the Series,
you may find your query there; it will probably be in one of the
other lists of course.

Some random notes, all bulked together, of the kind of thing
which could be difficult or confusing to newcomers to the book, now
follow. One category of confusion arises from the all-too-common
occurrence of the same name having been given by different hotanists
to different plants; another arises fronm very similar names being
. used, gometimes sounding the same (eeg., when you say mollyanum you

are also saying mollianum; so the later mollyanun was changed and
is now montroseanum). So caution is needed in using aureum,discolor,
edgarianum jagonicum, jesniniflorum (cf. p.161 with p,248),
javanicun (p.1 1 and p,248), nudiflora, unctatwa, repens, ginense,
tubiflorun and verticillatum, os well as many others less likely to
be encountered, Constant reference to the Synonyms list is essential
where the user is exploring new ground. Anong the 'similar' pnirs,
where the onus lies heavily on the user to be precise, meticulous in
fact, I nention along with mollianum, williansii and williansionun,
taienseg, taliense and taomaense, radians and radicans, calophyllun
and calophytum, wasonil and wotsonii, spilotunm ond gpilanthunm, and
others. Of course this situation has nothing to do with the
preparation of the present volume; it is a natter of how to use
. what is there accurately and advantageously,

In.his foreword, the Director of the R.H.3.Wisley Garden, Mr.
C.D.Brickell, has stated the Socicty's indebtedness to the various
individuals responsible in great or snall neasure for the new
Handbook, Let ne quote hin in one particular: "The appearance of the
new 'Handbook' so rapidly after the publication of the Edinburgh
classification is due largely to the nmeticulous and thorough work of
Dr Alan Leslie ot Wisley. He deserves the wnrmest thonks of o1l
rhododendron enthusiasts for the extrene care with which he has
edited the original draft text prepared by the sub-cormittee and he
has blended it so adnirably with the Bdinburgh classification and
the proposed R.H.8. Group systen", Quite sinply, I wornly endorse
that view,. I have already drawn attention to the relatively low
price, Now a word of praise for the printers, Spottiswoode
Ballantyne Ltd., who deserve unstinted praise for a good~-looking
book with o nininun of so-called "printers' errors", We welcone
and will noke good use of this long-awaited new edition, and nust
be very grateful that it is so good,

"What is to become of specific Botany I connot think", (Sir
Joseph Hooker, 1817-1911). "---we still have a very long way to g0
before our knowledge of the genus, one of the largest in the whole
plant kingdon, can be regarded as conprehensive or by any neans
conplete” ,{Dr J.MacQueen Cowan, about 27th April 1949), They would
be very interested, KedJ W,L,
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Spring Tour 1981, Tuesday 12 lay to Sunday 17 May.
North East England and South East Scotland.

v

Below is an outline of the programme for the Rhododendron and Camellis
Group Spring Tour 1981, which, like the tours in previous years, has
been painstakingly organised by Major Walter Magor., All enquiries
should now be sent to Nigel Glass, Tour Secretary, Evensong, 8 Nuns
Walk, Virginia Water, Surrey GU25 4RT., (Telephone 099 04 2333),

We assemble at 12,30 p.m. on Tuesday 12 May for lunch at the Harrogate
Arms Hotel which adjoins the Northern Horticultural Society's garden
at Harlow Car, Harrogate, Cars may be left for the duration of the
tour at the Harlow Car Gardens coach park, In the afternoon we tour
the Harlow Car Gardens and at 5 p.m. our coach will take us to the
Viking Hotel, York, The programme is then -

Wednesday 13 May am Castle Howard

pm Stonely Woods, Fadmoor

Stay at the Scotch Corner Hotel
Thursday 14 May am S5t Nicholag, near Kichmond

ol Beaufront Castle

Stay at the White Swan Hotel, Alnwick
Friday 15 May am Howick Hall

pm Eglingham Hall,

Return to the White Swan Hotel, Alnwick
Saturday 16 May am Manderston House, Duns

pm Whitchester House, Duns

Stay at the Peebles Hotel Hydro
Sunday 17 May am Dawyck

pm Leave by coach for Harlow Car
to arrive by 4 p.m. The coach will take members to York
if required., P.T.0.

N.B. PLEASE TULN TO OTHER SIDE FOR PARTICULARS OF COSTS.
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IF YOU WISH TO JOIN THE TOURR, PLEASE COMPLETE AND FORWARD THIS SLIP.




"COSTS . The cost of the complete tour is £140 gingle, £255 double,
his includes five nights' hotel accommodation, all meals, entrance
fees, plants to be presented to garden owners, and travel by coach
from and back to our starting point at Harlow Car. It is hoped that
all members who can will use the coach, but those who cannot may
deduet £15 a head from the cost,

The party will be limited to 40 and priority will be given to those
wanting .the complete tour. If you wish to join the party will you
please complete the attached form (below, both sides , and send it to
Nigel Glass, Tour Secretary, Evensong, 8 Nuns Walk, Virginia Water,
Surrey GU25 4RT (Telephone 099 04 2333), with a cheque for £10 a head
as a deposit, the balance to be paid without reminder by April lst.
Cheques should be made payable to the Rhododendron and Camellia Group.

A more detailed itinerary will be sent to those joining the tour.



